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17 
Children 
Treated

Thank you to all Rotary Global 
Grant sponsors including the 
Rotary Clubs of Bucurest i , 
N e w b u r y P a r k , C a m b r i a , 
Thousand Oaks, E-Club of One World D5240, Moorpark, Woodland Hills, Pleasantville, 
Farmingdale L.I., Wall Street New York, Simi Sunrise and Rotary Districts 7230, 6960, 5240 
and 2241. Thank you to Gift of Life program sponsors including GOL Florida, GOL Albany, 
GOL RD7770, GOL 726 and GOL Los Angeles. Our sincere thanks to additional sponsors 
including The Rotary Foundation, Rotarian Dana Moldovan and Save A Child’s Heart USA. 



HEART HEALERS IN ACTION



Developing a Sustainable Pediatric Cardiac Program in Romania

 The fifth pediatric cardiac training visit to Grigore Alexandrescu Hospital (GAH) in 
Bucharest took place in January 2018. This is the second of three training visits planned 
under the current Rotary Global Grant to develop a sustainable pediatric cardiac program 
for the children of Romania. The development of this program is through a collaborative 
effort between Gift of Life International (GOLI), International Children’s Heart Foundation 
(ICHF), Save A Child’s Heart Foundation (SACH), Albany Medical Center (AMC) and Rotary 
International (RI).  
 The January 2018 training team was led by pediatric cardiac surgeon Dr. Rodrigo 
Soto from ICHF. The visiting team provided one-on-one mentorship to the Romanian team 
members to enhance their skills in the treatment of children with heart disease. History was 
made during this mission week when the local Romanian team successfully completed their 
first-ever pediatric cardiac surgery at GAH with a Romanian only team.  A total of 17 children 
were treated during this mission trip – 9 received open-heart surgery, 5 received 
interventional catheterizations and 3 received diagnostic catheterizations. 
 A very special Thank You to Rotarians Victor Martin,  Radu Popescu and Roxana Ciufu 
from GOL Romania for their dedication and tireless efforts to ensure all aspects of the 
mission ran smoothly. Thank you to Rotarian Dana Moldovan and the Newbury Park Rotary 
Club for your partnership on this Global Grant and for your commitment to the children of 
Romania. We are grateful to all Rotary Global Grant contributors for their partnership in 
healing little Romanian hearts.

Congratulations to the 
Ro m a n i a n p e d i at r i c 
cardiac team at GAH for 
successfully completing 
their first-ever heart 
surgery.



THANK YOU TO OUR 
VISITING TEAM FROM 

INTERNATIONAL 
CHILDREN’S HEART 

FOUNDATION  

DR. RODRIGO SOTO 
Cardiac Surgeon 

DR. GAUTE DOHLEN 
Interventional Cardiologist  

DR. MIKE CAMITTA 
Cardiologist                                                                  

DR. ARNE GERICKE 
DR. JAN HANOT 

Intensivists                                 

DR. GURO GRINDHEIM 
DR. HELEN HOLTBY 

Anesthesiologist                     

LINDY LIEBENBERG 
Perfusionist                               

DAVID PURVIN 
Respiratory Therapist              

SARA SMITH 
Scrub Nurses                                   

ANDREA HIEBERT 
JOHN ALBERS 
EVA MURRAY 

KATHERINE BERNOSKE 
ICU Nurses                                    

RANDA BLENDEN 
ICU Nurse/Mission Coordinator                                   

ROY MORRIS 
Biomed                                       



Thank you to the                               
Grigore Alexandrescu Team 

Pediatric Cardiac Surgeon:                                 
Dr. Manuel Chira, Dr. Andrei Barsan, 
Dr. Olivia Vasile (Resident) 

Interventional Cardiologist:                                
Dr. Pavel Platon  

Pediatric Cardiologists:                                
Dr. Cristina Olteanu                          
Dr. Ioana Bejan                                  

Anesthesiologist:                                
Dr. Cristina Marinescu                     

Anesthesia Nurse/Tech:                                
Liliana Butnaru 

Perfusionist:                                 
Viorel Paraschiv,  Daniel Surubariu 

Radiologist:                                  
Radu Nicolaescu 

OR Nurse:                                    
Florentina (Irina) Ostrosina 

ICU Nurses: Marcela Cojocaru, 
Mihaela Coliba, Mihaela Lazar, 
Lulia Dobre, Georgiana Farcasanu, 
Marinela Letea, Ionela 
Diaconescu, Carmen Maroiu, 
Alina Duica, Georgeta Cioroianu, 
Mihaela Cutitaru, Daniela Popa 

Pharmacist:                               
Daniela Iova 

Engineer:                                    
Eduard Mircea 



LOCAL AND VISITING 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS



THANK YOU 
FROM          

ROBERT 
9 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: AVSD 
Atrial Ventricular 

Septal Defect       
(Surgery)

THANK YOU 
FROM     

JESSICA 
3 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: ASD 
Atrial Septal 

Defect       
(Surgery)

THANK YOU 
FROM      

FLORIN 
10 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: 
Pulmonary 

Stenosis  
(Interventional 

Cath)

Little Hearts That Are Now Healed



THANK YOU FROM             
ROBERTO 

6 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: AVSD 
Atrial Ventricular 

Septal Defect       
(Diagnostic Cath)

THANK YOU 
FROM             

ILINCA 
9 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: VSD 
Ventricular Septal 

Defect 
(Surgery)

THANK YOU 
FROM             

SOLOMON 
10 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: VSD 
Ventricular Septal 

Defect 
(Surgery)



THANK YOU 
FROM      

ADRIANA 
8 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: TGA 
Single Ventricle, 
Transposition of 

the Great Arteries      
(Diagnostic Cath)

THANK YOU 
FROM             

FLORICA 
11 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: AVSD    
Atrial Ventricular 

Septal Defect       
(Diagnostic Cath)

THANK YOU 
FROM      

COSMIN 
3 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: VSD 
Ventricular Septal 

Defect 
 (Surgery)



THANK YOU FROM             
ANTONIO 

10 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: VSD, 

PDA    Large 
Ventricular Septal 
Defect, Small PDA     

(Surgery)

THANK YOU FROM             
ERICA 

15 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: ASD 

Atrial Septal Defect 
(Interventional 

Cath)

THANK YOU FROM             
CRISTIAN 

7 DAYS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: 

Critical Pulmonary 
Stenosis 

(Inteventional Cath)

THANK YOU FROM      
MARIA 

22 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: TOF 
Tetralogy of Fallot      

(Surgery)



THANK YOU FROM             
NICOLETA 

10 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: VSD 
Ventricular Septal 

Defect       
 (Surgery)

THANK YOU FROM             
STEFAN 

3 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: ASD 

Atrial Septal Defect 
(Surgery)

THANK YOU FROM             
ANA 

14 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: 

Coarctation of the 
Aorta      

(Interventional Cath)

THANK YOU FROM      
TUDOR 

16 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: ASD 

Atrial Septal Defect 
 (Interventional 

Cath)
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