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Message from our CEO

LED BY GIFT OF LIFE INTERNATIONAL CLINICAL CONSULTANT AND PEDIATRIC CARDIAC 
Surgeon Dr. Rodrigo Soto, and Interventional Cardiologist Dr. Lee Benson, our expert team 
of healthcare volunteers provided cardiac care to 23 children with heart disease.  A total of 10 
children received open-heart surgery and 6 more children now have healthy hearts thanks to 
their interventional catheterization procedures. An additional 9 Diagnostic Catheterizations were 
completed, 2 of which resulted in surgery during the visit. 

We continue to partner with the pediatric cardiac team at Cedimat Hospital in Santo Domingo 
to deliver care to children who otherwise would not be treated. As the only sustainable option for 
care, Cedimat is the perfect partner for us to work with to ensure there are reliable solutions to 
meet the needs of Dominican children requiring treatment. 

The Rotary Global Grant #2125774 funded this visit with supplemental support from our Global 
Partner Chain of Hope UK. The care provided was made possible by the generosity the following 
cherished partners: The Rotary Foundation, Rotary Clubs of Westport, Orange, Santo Domingo, 
Bridgeport, Devon, Rotary Districts 6960, 7980, 4060, 7255, Gift of Life 7505 Foundation, 
Medtronic and Latiendo Por Ti.

We remain grateful to these sponsors. Their continued generosity and kindness allows for hearts 
to be healed on a regular basis. 

Rob Raylman 
CEO, Gift of Life International
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10 Little Hearts Treated with Surgery

Children with an asterisk (*) beside their name also received a diagnostic catheterization procedure.

Edson*

Age: 6 Years

Andrés

Age: 6 Years

Alanna

Age: 2 Years

Alan

Age: 1 Year

Nashaly

Age: 7 Years

Daniela

Age: 9 Months
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10 Little Hearts Treated with Surgery

Children with an asterisk (*) beside their name also received a diagnostic catheterization procedure.

Yadiel

Age: 7 Months

Yohanny

Age: 1 Month
In Loving Memory

Andrickson

Age: 17 Years

Wildalis*

Age: 4 Years

ABOVE: 1 year-old Alan, post-surgery
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Jose

Age: 3 Months

Abrailyn

Age: 5 Years

Aldioly

Age: 3 Years

Adriel

Age: 1 Year
In Loving Memory

Elianna

Age: 15 Years

Laura

Age: 14 Years

Ellis

Age: 2 Years

13 Little Hearts Treated with Catheterization
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Bairon

Age: 3 Years

Leslie

Age: 9 Years

Adelanny

Age: 6 Years

Abraham

Age: 4 Years

Violet

Age: 13 Years

Maria

Age: 18 Years

13 Little Hearts Treated with Catheterization
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LOCAL TEAM FROM CEDIMAT HOSPITAL:

Dr. Cesar Herrara – Cardiology Medical Director

Dr. Juan León – Pediatric Cardiac Surgery

Dra. Rosalia Cedeno – Pediatric Cardiac Surgery 

Dr. Liefer Sánchez – Anesthesiology

Dra. Vicky Adames – Anesthesiology

Dr. Hamlet Herrera – Anesthesiology

Dr. Fradwilkings Vargas – Perfusionist

Yahaira Ramirez – Perfusionist

Brigida Aguerrevere – Perfusionist

Crusita Fernandez – OR Nurse

Romulo Parra – Respiratory Therapist

Dra. Rebeca Pérez – Pediatric Cardiology (Director)

Dra. Adabeyda Baez – Pediatric Cardiology

Dra. Cynthia Rosario – Pediatric Cardiology

Dra. Angela Vasquez – Pediatric Cardiology

Dra. Sahony Ciriaco – Pediatric Cardiology (R1)

Dra. Laura Santana – Pediatric Cardiology (R1)

Dra. Carisa Nieves – Pediatric ICU (Director)

Dra. Francia Lapaix – Pediatric ICU

Dra. Ana Leticia Lopez – Pediatric ICU

Dra. Adriana Martinez – Pediatric ICU

Dra. Cely Mary Valois Mézquita – Pediatric ICU

Dr. Juan Orozco – Pediatric ICU (R2)

Dr. Ariel Noesi – Pediatric ICU (R2)

Dra. Yodeiny Reyes – Pediatric ICU (R1)

Dra. Adabeyda Baez – Cath Lab Team

Dr. Victor Rodriguez – Cath Lab Team (Cardiology Resident)

Dra. Tatiana Alburquerque – Cath Lab Team (Cardiology Resident)

Dra. Yadermis Trinidad – Cath Lab Team (Cardiology Resident)

Brito Guevara – Cath Lab Team

Lic. Gloria Peña – RN and Auxiliary Staff (Recovery)

Lic. Andrea Mendez – RN and Auxiliary Staff (Ward and Outpatients 
Clinic)

Lic. Altagracia Mora – RN and Auxiliary Staff (PICU)

Cruz Maria Abad – RN and Auxiliary Staff

Lorenza Mieses – RN and Auxiliary Staff

Alexis Rodriguez – RN and Auxiliary Staff

Leonel Ramirez – RN and Auxiliary Staff

Jael Perez – RN and Auxiliary Staff

Barny Valerio – RN and Auxiliary Staff

Samuel Lora – RN and Auxiliary Staff

Greisy Hiciano – RN and Auxiliary Staff

Kamieng Chan – RN and Auxiliary Staff

VISITING HEALTHCARE TEAM:

Dr. Rodrigo Soto – Pediatric Cardiac Surgeon / GOLI Clinical 
Consultant

Dr. Tom Karl – Pediatric Cardiac Surgeon

Dr. Lee Benson – Interventional Cardiologist

Dr. Intikhab Zafurallah – Intensivist

Dr. Daniel Garros – Intensivist

Krysta Parker – Perfusionist

Ashley Schuyler – Respiratory Therapist

Arlene LeMin – Scrub Nurse

Ericka Castillo – ICU Nurse

Zalak Amin – ICU Nurse

Thank You to the Medical Teams
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Thank You to the Medical Teams and Rotarians
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Thank you to our Partners 
& Sponsors

This work we do takes a 
global network of donors, like-
minded partners, volunteers 
and healthcare professionals 
to develop sustainable 
pediatric cardiac programs.

Rotary International, Rotary Clubs and 
Districts, Gift of Life affiliates, Cedimat 
Hospital, Chain of Hope UK, Fundacion 
“Latiendo por ti”
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Gift of Life International is a Rotarian-based program that provides 

cardiac care to children throughout the world. Gift of Life International  

was started by the Rotary Club of Manhasset in Rotary District 

7255 USA and is currently sponsored by Rotary Clubs and Rotary 

Districts around the world. Gift of Life International is a non-profit 

organization which is tax exempt according to IRS Code 501c3.  

Tax ID#56-2322626

Whatever it takes to heal  
the heart of a child.

Over 46,000 hearts healed 
to date!
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