
29 UGANDAN CHILDREN TREATED DURING THIS TRAINING VISIT

The visiting team from the Riley Hospital for Children returned to the Uganda Heart Institute and was  pleased to 

note many improvements  since their last visit. They arrived with both a Cath Lab team and a Surgical and 

Aftercare team allowing for extensive skills  transfer for all members of the Ugandan Pediatric Cardiac Surgical, 

Aftercare and Cath teams. A heartfelt thank you to the sponsors of this training visit who made it possible for 29 

children to be treated: The Rotary Club of Greenfield, Rotary Club of Kampala North, Rotary Club of 

Indianapolis, Rotary District 9211, Rotary District 6560 and the Rotary Foundation  who all contributed to a 

Rotary Global Grant.

TURNING DESPAIR TO HOPE

OCT 21ST - NOV 1ST, 2013 
SKILLS TRANSFER WORKSHOP

UGANDA HEART INSTITUTE



GIFT OF LIFE CO-FOUNDER RETURNS TO UGANDA
The Co-Founder of Gift of Life, Robbie Donno, returned to Uganda to witness the amazing 
growth in the Ugandan pediatric cardiac surgery and aftercare program over the past 4 
decades and was reunited with the first-ever Gift of Life recipient, Grace Agwaru.  

NUTRITIONAL DISTRIBUTION 
During the week of the training visit, the 9th nutritional distribution was held for children who 
have received their gift of life and are in need of additional nutritional supplements to ensure 
their full recovery and a healthy future. Thanks to our many sponsors, 35 families are now 
benefitting from this program in Uganda. 
A special thank you to Lisa Bauermeister from the Riley Team for your sponsorship  of 
Sophia. It was wonderful that you were able to meet Sophia and her family in person and 
witness the difference you are making in their lives.  



The	
  Gi'	
  of	
  Life 	
  Interna0onal	
  global 	
  ini0a0ve	
  “Our	
  Hearts 	
  are	
  in...”	
  began	
  in	
  Uganda	
  in	
  2009	
  with	
  the 	
  goals	
  
of	
  empowering	
  Ugandan	
  medical 	
  professionals 	
  to	
  care	
  for	
  Ugandan	
  children	
  afflicted	
  with	
  heart	
  disease	
  
and	
  the 	
  development	
  of	
  a	
  sustainable 	
  pediatric	
  cardiac	
  surgery	
  and	
  a'ercare	
  program.	
  Since	
  the	
  incep0on	
  
of	
   this	
  program,	
   remarkable	
  advancements 	
  have 	
  been	
  made	
  in	
  pediatric	
   cardiac	
   surgery	
   at	
   the	
  Uganda	
  
Heart	
   Ins0tute	
  in	
  Kampala.	
  Thanks	
  to	
  the 	
  global 	
  networks 	
  of	
  Gi'	
  of	
  Life	
  and	
  Rotary,	
  equipment	
  has	
  been	
  
upgraded,	
  medica0ons 	
  and	
  supplies 	
  are 	
  readily	
  available,	
  8	
  training	
  visits 	
  have	
  been	
  completed	
  enhancing	
  
the	
   skills 	
  of	
   the	
   en0re	
  Ugandan	
  pediatric	
   cardiac	
   surgical,	
   a'ercare	
  and	
  cath	
   lab	
  teams	
  and	
  over	
   350	
  
children	
  have	
  been	
  treated.	
  	
  

The	
  visi0ng	
  medical	
  teams 	
  from	
  Riley	
  Hospital 	
  for	
  Children	
  returned	
  to	
  the	
  Uganda	
  Heart	
  Ins0tute	
  for	
  the	
  
4th	
  year	
   in	
  a 	
  row.	
  This	
  training	
  visit	
  spanned	
  two	
  weeks 	
  with	
  one	
  week	
  focused	
  in	
  the	
  Cath	
  Lab	
  and	
  the	
  
second	
  week	
  focused	
  in	
  the	
  opera0ng	
  theatre.	
  The	
  end	
  result	
  was 	
  the	
  treatment	
  of	
  29	
  Ugandan	
  children	
  
and	
  skills 	
  transfer	
  for	
  the 	
  en0re	
  Ugandan	
  pediatric	
  cardiac	
  team.	
  The 	
  Riley	
  team	
  reflected	
  on	
  the	
  amazing	
  
improvements	
  since	
  their	
  first	
  trip	
  in	
  2009.	
  Enhanced	
  skills,	
  an	
  empowered	
  and	
  mo0vated	
  team,	
  and	
  good	
  
communica0on	
  skills	
  were	
  all	
  noted	
  as	
  much	
  improved.	
  

The	
  first-­‐ever	
   “Hybrid	
  Procedure”	
  at	
  the 	
  Uganda	
  Heart	
   Ins0tute	
  was	
  performed	
  during	
  this	
  training	
  visit.	
  
Both	
  the	
  Cath	
  Lab	
  team	
  and	
  the	
  OR	
  team	
  worked	
  together	
  to	
  close	
  a	
  large	
  VSD.	
  Addi0onally,	
  PDA	
  device	
  
closures	
  took	
  place 	
  in	
  the	
  Cath	
  Lab	
  for	
   the 	
  first	
  0me	
  ever.	
   Thank	
  you	
  to	
  the	
  great	
  medical 	
  professionals	
  
from	
  Riley	
  Hospital	
  for	
  Children	
  as	
  well 	
  as 	
  team	
  leaders	
  Dr.	
  Mark	
  Turren0ne	
  and	
  Dr.	
  Stephanie 	
  Kinnaman	
  
for	
   their	
   leadership	
   and	
   commitment	
   to	
   the	
  Ugandan	
   children	
   and	
   the 	
  development	
   of	
   a 	
  sustainable	
  
pediatric	
  cardiac	
  surgery,	
  cath	
  and	
  a'ercare	
  program	
  in	
  Uganda.	
  	
  

remarkable advancements in pediatric cardiac surgery

at the uganda heart institute in kampala



HEART FELT THANKS
This 	
  life-­‐saving	
  surgical	
  mission	
  would	
  not	
  have 	
  been	
  possible 	
  without	
   the	
  kindness,	
   generosity	
   and	
  
dedica;on	
  of	
  many	
  individuals	
  and	
  organiza;ons	
  from	
  Uganda	
  and	
  the	
  United	
  States.

A	
   special 	
  thank	
  you	
   to	
  The	
  Riley	
  Hospital	
   for	
   Children	
   Cath	
   Lab	
  Team	
  
and	
  Surgical	
  and	
  A<ercare	
  teams	
  for	
  providing	
  training	
  to	
  the	
  Ugandan	
  
teams	
   and	
   for	
   dona;ng	
   supplies.	
   	
   We	
   thank	
   you	
   for	
   sharing	
   your	
  
knowledge	
  and	
  for	
  helping	
  to	
  enhance	
  the	
  skills 	
  of	
  the 	
  Ugandan	
  team.	
  	
  A	
  
hearBelt	
  thanks	
  to	
  team	
  leaders 	
  Dr.	
  Mark	
  TurrenAne	
  and	
  Dr.	
  Stephanie	
  
Kinnaman	
   for	
   all 	
   your	
   efforts	
   in	
   coordina;ng	
   logis;cs 	
   for	
   your	
  
team	
  and	
  helping	
  to	
  make	
  this 	
  training	
  visit	
  a 	
  success.	
  Thank	
  you	
  to	
  
Dr.	
  Tim	
  Cordes,	
   Dr.	
   ScoD	
  Walker,	
   and	
  Mike	
  Horner	
  who	
  have	
  all	
  
returned	
   to	
   Uganda 	
   each	
   year	
   for	
   the 	
   past	
   4	
   years	
   and	
   have	
  
provided	
  invaluable	
  training	
  to	
  the	
  Ugandan	
  team.

We	
  extend	
  another	
  big	
  thank	
  you	
  to	
  the	
  Rotary	
  Club	
  of	
  Greenfield,	
  
the	
   Rotary	
   Club	
   of	
   Kampala	
   North,	
   The	
   Rotary	
   Club	
   of	
  
Indianapolis,	
   Rotary	
  District	
   9211,	
   Rotary	
  District	
   6560	
   and	
   The	
  
Rotary	
   FoundaAon	
   for	
   sponsoring	
   this 	
   medical 	
   training	
   visit	
  
through	
   a	
  Rotary	
   Global	
  Grant.	
   Your	
   	
   commitment	
   to	
   the	
  development	
   of	
   a	
   sustainable 	
  pediatric	
  
cardiac	
  surgery	
  and	
  aIercare	
  program	
  in 	
  Uganda 	
  is 	
  greatly	
  appreciated	
  and	
  is 	
  a	
  wonderful 	
  example 	
  of	
  
how	
  the	
  global	
  network	
  of	
  GiI	
  of	
  Life	
  and	
  Rotary	
  work	
  together	
  to	
  save	
  children’s 	
  lives 	
  and	
  empower	
  
healthcare	
  professionals	
  around	
  the	
  world	
  to	
  care	
  for	
  their	
  own	
  children.	
  	
  

Thank	
   you	
  to	
  The	
   Ugandan	
  Minister	
   of	
  Health,	
   Dr.	
   Ruhakana	
   Rugunda	
   for	
  
your	
  visit	
  to	
  the	
  Uganda	
  Heart	
  Ins;tute	
  to	
  acknowledge	
  the	
  great	
  work	
  that	
  is	
  
being	
  done.	
  

Thank	
   you	
   to	
   Rotary	
   District	
   Governor	
  
Emmanuel	
   Katongole	
   of	
   District	
   9211	
   for	
  
spending	
  ;me	
  at	
  the	
  Uganda 	
  Heart	
  Ins;tute	
  to	
  	
  	
  	
  
see 	
   first-­‐hand	
   the	
   lives 	
   of	
   Ugandan	
   children	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  being	
  saved.	
  

A	
   very	
   special 	
   thank	
   you	
   to	
   Grace	
  
Agwaru	
   of	
  Gi<	
  of	
  Life	
  Uganda	
   and	
  the	
  Kampala 	
  North	
  Rotary	
  Club	
  
for	
   ensuring	
   the	
   logis;cs 	
  of	
   the 	
  mission	
  were	
   coordinated.	
   	
   Your	
  
dedica;on	
  to	
  your	
   country	
   and	
  your	
  support	
  for	
   the 	
  ‘Our	
  Hearts 	
  are	
  
in	
  Uganda’	
  program	
  are	
  greatly	
  appreciated.

GiI	
   of	
   Life	
   Interna;onal 	
   would	
   like	
   to	
   give	
   thanks	
   to	
   the	
   en;re	
  
nursing	
  staff,	
   residents,	
   social 	
  workers,	
   technical	
  staff	
  and	
  everyone	
  	
  
at	
   the 	
   Uganda 	
   Heart	
   Ins;tute	
   for	
   their	
   assistance	
   in 	
   making	
   this	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  mission	
  a	
  success.



FUNDAMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
• GIFT	
  OF	
  LIFE	
  UGANDA
• ROTARY	
  CLUB	
  OF	
  KAMPALA	
  NORTH
• ROTARY	
  CLUB	
  OF	
  GREENFIELD
• ROTARY	
  CLUB	
  OF	
  INDIANAPOLIS
• RILEY	
  HOSPITAL	
  FOR	
  CHILDREN
• MINISTRY	
  OF	
  HEALTH	
  -­‐	
  UGANDA
• GOVERNMENT	
  OF	
  UGANDA
• NUMED	
  COMPANY

• GIFT	
  OF	
  LIFE	
  INTERNATIONAL
• UGANDA	
  HEART	
  INSTITUTE
• MULAGO	
  NATIONAL	
  REFERRAL	
  HOSPITAL
• NAKASERO	
  BLOOD	
  BANK
• ROTARY	
  DISTRICT	
  9211
• ROTARY	
  DISTRICT	
  6560
• THE	
  ROTARY	
  FOUNDATON

The	
  Riley	
  Hospital	
  for	
  Children	
  visi5ng	
  Cath	
  Lab	
  Team:	
  
Pediatric	
  Cardiologist:	
  	
  Dr.	
  John	
  Breinholt
Anesthesiologist:	
  	
  Dr.	
  Mathew	
  Hamilton
Cath	
  Lab	
  Nurses:	
  Lisa	
  Bauermeister,	
  Janelle	
  Leary

The	
  Riley	
  Hospital	
  for	
  Children	
  visi5ng	
  Surgical	
  and	
  A?ercare	
  Team:	
  
Pediatric	
  Cardiothoracic	
  Surgeon:	
  Dr.	
  Mark	
  TurrenUne	
  (Team	
  Leader)
Pediatric	
  Cardiologist:	
  Dr.	
  Tim	
  Cordes
Anesthesiologists:	
  Dr.	
  ScoX	
  Walker,	
  Dr.	
  Rania	
  Schimmelpfennig
Perfusionist:	
  	
  Mike	
  Horner
Family	
  Physician:	
  Dr.	
  Stephanie	
  Kinnaman	
  (Rotarian	
  Team	
  Leader)
Theatre	
  Nurse:	
  Chassity	
  Mays
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner: Trina Blunk
ICU Nurses:  Sheila Rocchio, Brittany Schmitz

The	
  Uganda	
  Heart	
  Ins5tute	
  pediatric	
  cardiac	
  medical	
  team	
  from	
  Mulago	
  Hospital:
Pediatric	
  Cardiothoracic	
  Surgeons:	
  	
  Dr.	
  Omagino	
  O.O.	
  John	
  (Director),	
  Dr.	
  Tom	
  Mwambu,	
  Dr.	
  Michael	
  Oketcho	
  ,	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Dr.	
  Alfred	
  Omo,	
  Dr.	
  Magala	
  John	
  Paul
Pediatric	
  Cardiologists:	
  	
  Dr.	
  Peter	
  Lwabi,	
  Dr.	
  Sulaiman	
  Lubega,	
  Dr.	
  Aliku	
  Twalibu	
  (resident)
Perfusionists:	
  	
  	
  	
  Muura	
  Pascaline,	
  Wambuzi	
  Sam
Anesthesiologist:	
  	
  Dr.	
  Cephas	
  Mijjumbi,	
  Dr.	
  Ejoku	
  Joseph,	
  Wadia	
  Moses	
  (AnestheUc	
  Nurse)
ICT	
  Technician:	
  	
  Enoch	
  Kibalizi
Scrub	
  Nurses:	
  	
  Obwin	
  John,	
  Oyang	
  Ben,	
  Eva	
  (Nurse	
  Assistant)
ICU	
  Nursing	
  Team:	
  	
  Among	
  Grace,	
  Ayikoru	
  Leila,	
  Ayaa	
  Kate,	
  Komugabe	
  Penninah,	
  Namanda	
  Cissy,	
  Munduru	
  Jane	
  F,	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Sendege	
  Alex,	
  Nawakonyi	
  Susan,	
  Samalie	
  Kitoleeko,	
  Ann	
  Oketayote,	
  Mwima	
  Rachel,	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Sarah	
  Namatovu,	
  Annet	
  Namuli
Cath	
  Lab	
  Nurses:	
  Musoke	
  LeUcia,	
  Namuli	
  Flavia,	
  Nakisige	
  Monica,	
  Nabulya	
  Edith,	
  Wesana	
  Charles
General	
  Ward	
  Nurses:	
  Munduru	
  Gertrude	
  (Nurse	
  Supervisor),	
  Nalule	
  Grace,	
  Berna	
  Namayanja,	
  Namukwaya	
  Harriet,	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Nyakakye	
  Catherine,	
  Nalubega	
  Madina
X-­‐Ray:	
  Maderu	
  Paul
Physiotherapist:	
  	
  	
  Kasinta	
  Richard,	
  Omo	
  ding	
  Herbert,	
  Semakula	
  Eric
Procurement	
  Officer:	
  	
  Okwaro	
  Edward,	
  Birungi	
  Suzan
Secretariat:	
  	
  Anne	
  Bukenya,	
  Nakabuye	
  Robinah
Biomedical:	
  	
  Milad	
  Nashat	
  (engineer),	
  Robert	
  Malungu	
  (technician),	
  Juuko	
  Denis,	
  Achom	
  Rose
Pharmacy:	
  	
  Afidraa	
  Philip,	
  Imenyo	
  Beatrice,	
  Eleth	
  Nyirankusi
Laboratory:	
  	
  Kebba	
  John,	
  Faisal	
  Nyanzi,	
  Aol	
  Lillian,	
  Anyido	
  Benson
Records:	
  	
  Jaika	
  Patrick,	
  Akello	
  Florence,	
  Nabawanuka	
  Zam
Stores:	
  	
  Ngobi	
  Bob,	
  Kalinda	
  BapUsta,	
  Mubiru	
  MarUne,	
  Susan	
  Birungi
ECG	
  Echo	
  nurses:	
  AUm	
  Grace,	
  Anyayo	
  Sylvia,	
  Mwesige	
  Beatrice,	
  Bonabana	
  Zilpa
Cath	
  Lab	
  technicians:	
  Kirenzi	
  Daudi,	
  Kalogo	
  Paul
Cath	
  Lab	
  Physist	
  Ndagire	
  Hadija
DieUcian:	
  Denis	
  Musoga

the participating medical teams







20 CHILDREN RECEIVED CATHETERIZATIONS
BARBRA

ESTHER

CHRISTINEKEVINJORDAN

GRACE

JEMIMA

NAME AGE PROCEDURE

JEMIMA 3 1/2 YEARS BPV

ESTHER 1 1/2 YEARS PDA

GRACE 3 YEARS PDA

BARBRA 19 YEARS DIAGNOSTIC

JORDAN 1 YEAR BPV

KEVIN 7 YEARS BPV & PDA

CHRISTINE 2 1/2 YEARS DIAGNOSTIC

THE 15 CHILDREN FEATURED RECEIVED 
CATHETERIZATION PROCEDURES. 13 OF 
THE 15 WERE ABLE TO HAVE THEIR HEART 
DEFECTS CORRECTED IN THE CATH LAB.  
2 OF THE 15 UNDERWENT DIAGNOSTIC 
CATHETERIZATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 
FOR FUTURE SURGERY. AN ADDITIONAL   
5 CHILDREN RECEIVED DIAGNOSTIC 
CATHETERIZATIONS AND RECEIVED 
SURGERY DURING THIS TRAINING VISIT. 



FAITHDESREE

EMMANUEL

BETTY

HATMA

AISHA

Linous

JORDAN

In Loving Memory NAME AGE PROCEDURE

HATMA 10 MONTHS BPV

BETTY 10 YEARS PDA

EMMANUEL 2 1/2 YEARS PDA

JORDAN 4 MONTHS BPV

DESREE 5 YEARS PDA

AISHA 1 1/2 YEARS BPV

FAITH 6 YEARS PDA

LINOUS 2 YEARS BPV



14 UGANDAN CHILDREN OPERATED

PIUS

MOSES

KATOJUSTINE

YASIN

REDEEMER

RIYANA In Loving Memory

NAME AGE DIAGNOSIS

RIYANA 4 YEARS ASD

MOSES 2 1/2 YEARS ASD

YASIN 8 YEARS TOF

PIUS 3 YEARS VSD

JUSTINE 9 YEARS VSD

KATO 5 MONTHS LARGE VSD WITH PDA

REDEEMER 3 YEARS TOF



MARIA

GLORIACATHERINESHARIF

JOANITA In Loving Memory

ROSE

SHERINA

NAME AGE DIAGNOSIS

JOANITA 2 1/2 YEARS VSD / ASD

MARIA 3 1/2 YEARS VSD / PDA

ROSE 1 1/2 YEARS LARGE PDA

SHARIF 6 YEARS TOF

CATHERINE 1 1/2 YEARS VSD  

SHERINA 9 YEARS LARGE PDA

GLORIA 7 YEARS VSD / ASD

FIVE OF THE FOURTEEN CHILDREN WHO WERE OPERATED RECEIVED DIAGNOSTIC CATHETERIZATION PROCEDURES 
PRIOR TO SURGERY ENABLING SURGEONS TO HAVE A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF EACH CHILD’S HEART DEFECTS 
AND HOW BEST TO CORRECT THEM.



WWW.GIFTOFLIFEINTERNATIONAL.ORG

creating a sustainable pediatric 
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