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8 
Children 
Treated

Thank you to all Rotary 
G l o b a l G ra n t s p o n s o r s 
including the Rotary Clubs 
of La Jolla Sunrise, Bucharest 
Atheneum, Tel Aviv/Yafo, Newbury Park, Englewood Lemon Bay Sunrise, Moorpark, 
Conejo Valley, Coronado, Simi Sunrise, New York, Longboat Key, Cambria, San Diego 
North, The Pelhams, Thousand Oaks and the Syosset High School Interact Club and 
Rotary Districts 2241, 2490, 5340, 6980, 7230. Additional Global Grant sponsors include 
GOL 726, GOL 7230, GOL Albany, and GOL of New Jersey.



ROTARIANS SERVING HUMANITY



Providing Hope to Romanian Children
 Gift of Life International coordinated the first-ever pediatric cardiac training visit to 
Grigore Alexandrescu Hospital (GAH) in Bucharest in October 2016. This training visit 
marked the beginning of the development of a sustainable pediatric cardiac program for 
the children of Romania. Earlier this year, GOLI finalized its decision to make Romania its 
fourth Core Program. The development of this program will be in partnership with Save A 
Child’s Heart (SACH) from Israel, the International Children’s Heart Foundation (ICHF) from 
Memphis, Albany Medical Center (AMC) from New York, GOL Romania and many other 
Rotary Clubs, Rotary Districts and GOL programs around the world.  
 SACH began training of the Romanian team at the Wolfson Medical Center in Tel Aviv. 
This essential training took place over the past year while the team was waiting for the 
construction to be completed of the new pediatric cardiac center at GAH.  
 The visiting team for the first-ever pediatric cardiac mission to GAH was comprised of 
healthcare professionals from AMC and ICHF. The next training visit will be conducted in 
January 2017 by ICHF and will be followed by a third mission conducted by SACH. Our goal 
is to support three training visits per year to increase the skills of the Romanian team and 
empower them to operate low complexity cases independently over time.  
 A very special Thank You to Rotarians Victor Martin and Radu Popescu from GOL 
Romania for their tireless efforts ensuring all logistics ran smoothly for this first mission. We 
are also grateful to all Rotary Global Grant contributors for their partnership in healing little 
Romanian hearts. Lastly, our heartfelt thanks to Ivonne Lopez, Executive Director of GOLI’s 
Salvadoran affiliate, Latidos de Esperanza for joining the first training team in Romania. 

(Left)	Dr.	Rodrigo	Soto	-	ICHF,	
(Middle)	Prof.	Dan	Enescu	-	GAH,	
(Right)	Dr.	Harm	Velvis	(AMC).		

Thanks	 to	 the	 v is ion	 and	
leadership	 of	 Professor	 Dan	
Enescu,	 the	 children	 of	 Romania	
with	 heart	 disease	 now	 have	
greater	hope	for	treatment.



THANK YOU TO OUR 
VISITING TEAM 

DR. RODRIGO SOTO 
Cardiac Surgeon 

ICHF 

DR. HARM VELVIS 
Cardiologist                                  

Albany Medical Center 

DR.JAVIER SANCHEZ 
Intensivist                                    

Albany Medical Center 

DR. JAMES HORSTMANN 
Intensivist                                    

Levine Children’s Hospital 

DR. ANICA CRNKOVIC 
DR. HELENA OECHSNER 

Anesthesiologists                     
Albany Medical Center 

DOROTHY GARBIN 
Perfusionist                               

ICHF   

CHAD PEZZANO 
Respiratory Therapist              

Albany Medical Center 

ARNOLD VILLAJUAN 
GREGORY DAVIS 

Scrub Nurses                                   
Albany Medical Center 

LISA DICE,  DEBRA BOEL 
JOHN ALBERS 

MAUREEN WROBLEWSKI 
MICHAEL McEVOY 

ICU Nurses                                    
Albany Medical Center 

RANDA BLENDEN 
ICU Nurse                                   

ICHF 

ROY MORRIS 
Biomed                                       

ICHF 



Thank you to the                               
Grigori Alexandrescu Team 

Pediatric Cardiac Surgeons:                                 
Dr. Victor Prisacari, Dr. Serban Stoica, 
Dr. Ana Lascu  

Pediatric Cardiologists:                                
Dr. Ioana Bejan                                  
Dr. Cristina Olteanu 

Anesthesiologist:                                
Dr. Cristina Marinescu 

Perfusionist:                                 
Viorel Paraschiv 

OR Nurses:                                    
Jrina Ostrosina                             
Florin Chiripuci 

Head ICU  Nurse:                          
Dalila Seremet 

ICU Nurses: Lulia Dobre, 
Georgiana Farcasanu, Carmen 
Maroiu, Mihaela Lazar, Marinela 
Letea, Mihaela Coliba, Marcela 
Cojocaru, Ionela Diaconu, Alina 
Duica 

ICU Floor Nurses: Aurelia Balan, 
Madalina Raducanu, Dorina Cretu, 
Monica Ouzounov, Mariana Ene, 
Monica Comanici, Sorina Ghidanac, 
Simona Toba, Mihaela Voica  

Pharmacist:                               
Daniela Iova 

Engineer:                                    
Eduard Mircea 

Nurse Assistants: Daniela Modruj, 
Gabriela Roman, Ana Enache, 
Dorina Turcitu, Profira Bulbasa, 
Dinu M., Florina Ionescu, Anghel 
M., Mihaela Coman, Simion M., 
Lidia Duta, Dinca M., Elena 
Iosifescu, Prodan A., Mariana Zbant



LOCAL AND VISITING 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS



LOCAL AND VISITING 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS



THANK YOU 
FROM          

MIRUNA 
13 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: ASD 
Atrial Septal 

Defect

THANK YOU 
FROM     

MIHAJ 
13 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: PDA 
Patent Ductus 

Arteriosus

THANK YOU 
FROM      

LOREDANA 
10 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: VSD 
Ventricular 

Septal Defect

Little Hearts That Are Now Healed



THANK YOU 
FROM             

ANDREI 
3 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: Atrial 
Septal Defect, 
Patent Ductus 

Arteriosus, Cleft 
Mitral Valve

THANK YOU 
FROM             

NICOLAS 
4 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: Atrial 
Septal Defect, 

Cleft Mitral Valve, 
Small Right 

Pulmonary Artery

THANK YOU 
FROM             

ALEXANDRU 
9 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: VSD 
Ventricular Septal 

Defect



THANK YOU 
FROM      

ELENA 
16 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: ASD 
Atrial Septal 

Defect

THANK YOU 
FROM             

ALESIA 
11 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: PDA    

Patent Ductus 
Arteriosus
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