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11 
Children 
Treated

Thank you to all Rotary Global 
Grant sponsors including the 
Rotary Clubs of Bucurest i , 
N e w b u r y P a r k , C a m b r i a , 
Thousand Oaks, E-Club of One World D5240, Moorpark, Woodland Hills, Pleasantville, 
Farmingdale L.I., Wall Street New York, Simi Sunrise and Rotary Districts 7230, 6960, 5240 
and 2241. Thank you to Gift of Life program sponsors including GOL Florida, GOL Albany, 
GOL RD7770, GOL 726 and GOL Los Angeles. Our sincere thanks to additional sponsors 
including The Rotary Foundation, Rotarian Dana Moldovan and Save A Child’s Heart USA. 



ROTARIANS SERVING HUMANITY



Providing Hope to More Romanian Children
 The fourth pediatric cardiac training visit to Grigore Alexandrescu Hospital (GAH) in 
Bucharest took place in Fall 2017. This is the first of three training visits planned under the 
current Rotary Global Grant to develop a sustainable pediatric cardiac program for the 
children of Romania. The development of this program is through a collaborative effort 
between Gift of Life International (GOLI), International Children’s Heart Foundation (ICHF), 
Save A Child’s Heart Foundation (SACH), Albany Medical Center (AMC) and Rotary 
International (RI).  
 The Fall 2017 training team was led by pediatric interventional cardiologist Dr. Harm 
Velvis from Albany Medical Center and pediatric cardiac surgeon Dr. Rodrigo Soto from 
ICHF. The visiting team provided one-on-one mentorship to the Romanian team members to 
enhance their skills in the treatment of children with heart disease. The state-of-the-art Cath 
Lab at GAH was opened and patients were treated via cath for the first time during this 
mission trip. A total of 11 children were treated during this mission trip – 8 received open-
heart surgery, 3 received interventional catheterizations and one additional child received a 
diagnostic catheterization for future treatment. 
 A very special Thank You to Rotarians Victor Martin,  Radu Popescu and Roxana Ciufu 
from GOL Romania for their dedication and tireless efforts to ensure all aspects of the 
mission ran smoothly. Thank you to Rotarian Dana Moldovan for joining in the mission to 
witness first-hand the saving of these precious lives and for your commitment to the children 
of Romania. We are also grateful to all Rotary Global Grant contributors for their partnership 
in healing little Romanian hearts.



THANK YOU TO OUR 
VISITING TEAM FROM 

ALBANY MEDICAL CENTER  
ICHF AND SACH 

DR. RODRIGO SOTO 
Cardiac Surgeon 

DR. TYLER WALLEN 
Surgical Assistant 

DR. HARM VELVIS 
Interventional Cardiologist                                                                   

DR. WALTER EDGE 
DR. FARRUKH MIRZA 

Intensivists                                 

DR. ANICA CRNKOVIC 
DR. ANDREY GLUCH 

Anesthesiologist                     

STEVE TAYLOR 
Perfusionist                               

CHAD PEZZANO 
Respiratory Therapist              

JEANNE SEDGEWICK 
GREGORY DAVIS 

Scrub Nurses                                   

JOHN ALBERS  
LISA DICE   

DEBRA BOEL 
CARLY BOYHAN 

KATHERINE BLAIR 
ADELAIDE BERTRAM 

KATE BERNOSKE 
ICU Nurses                                    

RANDA BLENDEN 
ICU Nurse/Mission Coordinator                                   

ROY MORRIS 
Biomed                                       



Thank you to the                               
Grigori Alexandrescu Team 

Pediatric Cardiac Surgeon:                                 
Dr. Andrei Barsan 

Pediatric Cardiologists:                                
Dr. Cristina Olteanu                          
Dr. Ioana Bejan                                  

Anesthesiologist:                                
Dr. Cristina Marinescu                     
Dr. Cristina Stiuca 

Perfusionist:                                 
Viorel Paraschiv 

OR Nurses:                                    
Florentina Ostrosina, Florin 
Chiripuci, Daniel Surubariu, 
Liliana Butnaru, Maria Musca 

Head ICU  Nurse:                          
Dalila Seremet 

ICU Nurses: Marcela Cojocaru, 
Mihaela Coliba, Mihaela Lazar, 
Lulia Dobre, Georgiana Farcasanu, 
Marinela Letea, Ionela 
Diaconescu, Carmen Maroiu, 
Alina Duica, Mirela Ionascu, 
Georgeta Cioroianu, Mihaela 
Cutitaru, Daniela Popa 

Pharmacist:                               
Daniela Iova 

Engineer:                                    
Eduard Mircea 

Translator:                                    
Laura 



LOCAL AND VISITING 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS



LOCAL AND VISITING 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS



THANK YOU 
FROM          

SEBASTIAN 
7 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: ASD 
Atrial Septal 

Defect       
(Surgery)

THANK YOU 
FROM     

GABRIEL 
6 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: ASD 
Atrial Septal 

Defect       
(Surgery)

THANK YOU 
FROM      

MARINA 
4 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: VSD 

Ventricular 
Septal Defect 

(Surgery)

Little Hearts That Are Now Healed



THANK YOU 
FROM             

MARIA 
1 1/2 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: VSD 
Ventricular Septal 

Defect       
(Surgery)

THANK YOU 
FROM             

IULIAN 
2 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: 

Aortic Coarctation 
(Surgery) and 

Diagnostic Cath

THANK YOU 
FROM             

GEORGIANA 
8 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: VSD 
Ventricular Septal 
Defect  (Surgery) 
and Diagnostic 

Cath



THANK YOU 
FROM      

MARIA 
17 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: ASD 
Atrial Septal 

Defect      
(Surgery)

THANK YOU 
FROM             

BEATRICE 
3 1/2 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: ASD    

Atrial Septal 
Defect       

(Surgery)



THANK YOU FROM             
ALESSIA 

1 1/2 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: PS 

Pulmonary Stenosis 
(Interventional 

Cath)

THANK YOU FROM             
ALEXANDRU 

12 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: ASD 

Atrial Septal Defect               
(Interventional 

Cath)

THANK YOU FROM             
CHRISTIAN 

9 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: ASD 

Atrial Septal Defect               
(Interventional 

Cath)

THANK YOU FROM             
DAVID 

2 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS:     

Pulmonary Artresia               
(Diagnostic Cath)
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Developing a Sustainable Pediatric Cardiac 
Program to Provide Hope to Romanian 

Children with Heart Disease           
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