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11 
Children 
Treated

Thank you to all Rotary 
G l o b a l G ra n t s p o n s o r s 
including the Rotary Clubs 
of La Jolla Sunrise, Bucharest 
Atheneum, Tel Aviv/Yafo, Newbury Park, Englewood Lemon Bay Sunrise, Moorpark, 
Conejo Valley, Coronado, Simi Sunrise, New York, Longboat Key, Cambria, San Diego 
North, The Pelhams, Thousand Oaks and the Syosset High School Interact Club and 
Rotary Districts 2241, 2490, 5340, 6980, 7230. Additional Global Grant sponsors include 
GOL 726, GOL 7230, GOL Albany, and GOL of New Jersey.



ROTARIANS SERVING HUMANITY



Healing Little Romanian Hearts
 The second pediatric cardiac training visit to Grigore Alexandrescu Hospital (GAH) in 
Bucharest took place in January 2017.  Gift of Life International has partnered with Save A 
Child’s Heart (SACH) from Israel, the International Children’s Heart Foundation (ICHF) from 
Memphis, Albany Medical Center (AMC) from New York, GOL Romania and many other 
Rotary Clubs, Rotary Districts and GOL programs around the world to develop a sustainable 
pediatric cardiac program in Romania.  
 The ICHF visiting team, led by Dr. Rodrigo Soto was comprised of healthcare 
professionals from Canada, USA, Chile, Norway, France and Romania. A transfer of 
knowledge and skills took place between the visiting team and the team at GAH. Signs of 
progress were evident in regards to knowledge and dedication of local team members as 
well as in the logistics of the overall program since the first mission in October 2016. 
 An adult cardiac team from Sibiu also took part in the first week of the mission and 
was exposed to the differences in Adult cardiac surgery and post-operative care versus 
pediatric cardiac surgery and post-operative care.  
 A total of 11 children were treated for their heart ailments during the mission. 
Additional patients who were screened are being considered for treatment at Wolfson 
Medical Center in TelAviv due to the complexity of their cardiac maladies.   
 A very special Thank You to Rotarians Victor Martin,  Radu Popescu and Roxana Ciufu 
from GOL Romania for their dedication and tireless efforts to ensure all aspects of the 
mission run smoothly. We are also grateful to all Rotary Global Grant contributors for their 
partnership in healing little Romanian hearts.



THANK YOU TO OUR 
VISITING TEAM 

DR. RODRIGO SOTO 
Cardiac Surgeon 

DR. RUBEN BOCANEGRA 
Physician Assistant 

                                 
DR. MICHAEL CAMITTA 

Cardiologist 
                                   

DR. GUNNAR BENTSEN 
DR. JENNIFER TURI 

DR. DAVID MCKINLEY 
Intensivists 

                                
DR. GURO GRINDHEIM 

Anesthesiologist 
                    

CRISTIAN TALMACIU 
Perfusionist  

                              
JANALYN ALDOUS 
Respiratory Therapist 

              
SARA SMITH 

SISSEL KVAALE 
Scrub Nurses 

                                   
ANDREA HIEBERT 

JOHN ALBERS 
TRICIA PIORKOWSKI 
PAMELA MONDACA 

JOANNE PRICE 
ICU Nurses  

                                   
ROY MORRIS 

Biomed                                       



Thank you to the                               
Grigori Alexandrescu Team 

Pediatric Cardiologists:                                
Dr. Ioana Bejan                                  
Dr. Cristina Olteanu 

Anesthesiologist:                                
Dr. Cristina Marinescu 

Perfusionist:                                 
Viorel Paraschiv 

OR Nurses:                                    
Jrina Ostrosina, Florin Chiripuci, 
Florentina Ostrosina, Daniel 
Surubariu, Liliana Butnaru, Viorel 
Paraschiv 

Head ICU  Nurse:                          
Dalila Seremet 

ICU Nurses: Iulia Dobre, Georgiana 
Farcasanu, Carmen Maroiu, Mihaela 
Lazar, Marinela Latea, Mihaela 
Coliba, Marcela Cojocaru, Ionela 
Diaconesc 

Pharmacist:                               
Daniela Iova 

Engineer:                                    
Eduard Mircea 

Thank you to the Sibiu Team 
Pediatric Cardiac Surgeon:                                 
Dr. Victor Costache                                                 

Anesthesiologist:                                 
Dr. Constantin Condac 

Cardiologists:                                                   
Dr. Cristina Leatu, Alexandru Voican 

Perfusionist:                                                  
Sebastian Oana  

Residents:                                      
Andreea Costache, Elena Busila 

Medical Assistants: Corina Ripas, 
Roxana Castravete, Madalina 
Popescu  



LOCAL AND VISITING 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS



LOCAL AND VISITING 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS



THANK YOU 
FROM             
EMA 

9 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: PDA 

Patent Ductus 
Arteriosus

THANK YOU 
FROM     

IOANA 
1 YEAR OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: ASD 
Atrial Septal 

Defect

THANK YOU 
FROM      

STEFAN 
6 WEEKS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: 

Coarctation of 
the Aorta

Little Hearts That Now Have Hope



THANK YOU 
FROM             

TEODORA 
3 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: 

Pulmonary Valve 
Stenosis

THANK YOU 
FROM             

ALEXANDRU 
8 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: VSD 
Ventricular Septal 

Defect

THANK YOU 
FROM             

DAVID 
3 YEARS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: 

Coarctation of the 
Aorta, PDA



THANK YOU 
FROM      

WISEM 
8 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: VSD 
Ventricular Septal 

Defect

THANK YOU 
FROM             

ADELINA 
3 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: PDA    
Patent Ductus 

Arteriosus

THANK YOU 
FROM             

CRISTIANA 
12 YEARS OLD     

DIAGNOSIS:   
PDA, APW     

Patent Ductus 
Arteriosus, 

Aortopulmonary 
Window



THANK YOU 
FROM      

RALUCA 
1 YEAR OLD     

DIAGNOSIS: VSD 
Ventricular Septal 

Defect

THANK YOU 
FROM             

DANIEL 
9 MONTHS OLD     
DIAGNOSIS: PDA    

Patent Ductus 
Arteriosus



www.giftoflifeinternational.org

Gift	of	Life	is	a	project	of	founding	Rotary	District	7250	and	participating	Rotary	Clubs	and	Districts	worldwide.	
Gift	of	Life	International	is	a	non-profit	organization	and	is	tax	exempt	according	to	IRS	Code	501c3.	Tax	ID#56-2322626

Developing a Sustainable Pediatric Cardiac 
Program to Provide Hope to Romanian 

Children with Heart Disease           

http://www.giftoflifeinternational.org
http://www.giftoflifeinternational.org

