
10 FILIPINO CHILDREN RECEIVED A SECOND CHANCE AT LIFE

A heart felt thank you to Rotary District 7500, the Rotary Club of Brick Township Morning and the 

Rotary Club of Makati West for leading the way on a Rotary Foundation Global Grant to save the lives 

of these precious children. Our sincere thanks to Gift of Life Rotary District 7500 for facilitating the 

new Global Grant process and to Rotary Club Makati West for their in-country logistical support. A 

very special thank you to the Miller Children’s Hospital  Visiting Team and the team from The 

Philippine Children’s Medical Center for ensuring these children received the best possible care. 

WORKING TO

TURN DESPAIR TO HOPE

OCTOBER 2013 : THE PHILIPPINES

MEDICAL MISSION



MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS MORE THAN 7000 
MILES APART UNITE TO SAVE LIVES

The	
   second	
   Gi,	
   of	
   Life-­‐sponsored	
   pediatric	
   cardiac	
   medical	
   mission	
   to	
   the	
   Philippines	
   was	
  
conducted	
   during	
   the	
   week	
   of	
   September	
   29th	
   -­‐	
  October	
  5th,	
   2013	
  at	
   the	
   Philippine	
   Children’s	
  
Medical	
  Center	
  (PCMC).	
  	
  	
  During	
  this	
  week,	
  10	
  precious	
  Filipino	
  children	
  received	
  the	
  gi,	
  of	
  life.

The	
  mission	
  was	
  led	
  by	
  Dr.	
  Karl	
  Reyes,	
  a	
  pediatric	
  cardiac	
  surgeon	
  and	
  member	
  of	
  
the	
   Rotary	
   Club	
   of	
  MakaQ	
  West,	
   Dr.	
   Jonas	
  del	
  Rosario,	
   pediatric	
   cardiologist	
   at	
  
PCMC,	
  Dr.	
   Shaun	
  SeTy,	
  pediatric	
  cardiac	
  surgeon	
  at	
  Miller	
  Children’s 	
  Hospital	
  in	
  
Long	
  Beach,	
  California	
  and	
  Jason	
  Chmel,	
  perfusionist	
  at	
  Miller	
  Children’s	
  Hospital.	
  
Jason	
   Chmel	
   also	
   served	
   as	
   mission	
   coordinator	
   and	
   did	
   an	
   excepQonal 	
   job	
  
procuring	
  donated	
  medical 	
  supplies	
  and	
  filing	
  extensive	
  paperwork	
  for	
  the	
  team’s	
  
travel	
   and	
   approval 	
  from	
   Rotary	
   InternaQonal	
   and	
   the	
   Philippine	
   Government	
  
authoriQes.	
   	
   These	
   four	
  highly	
  skilled	
  and	
  dedicated	
  medical	
  professionals	
  from	
  
opposite	
  sides	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  deserve	
  much	
  appreciaQon	
  for	
  their	
  efforts	
  to	
  ensure	
  
that	
  the	
  10	
  children	
  who	
  received	
  surgery	
  were	
  provided	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  care.

Great	
   support	
  was	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
   leadership	
  of	
  PCMC	
  and	
  we	
  extend	
  a	
  special 	
  thank	
  you	
  to	
  Dr.	
  
Julius	
  Lecciones,	
  Dr.	
  Mary	
  Ann	
  Bunyi	
  and	
  	
  Dr.	
  Vicente	
  Gomez.	
   	
  The	
  dedicaQon	
  that	
  the	
  enQre	
  staff	
  
of	
   PCMC	
   gave	
   to	
   this	
  mission	
   was	
  one	
   of	
   the	
   most	
   significant	
   reasons 	
  the	
   mission	
  was	
   such	
   a	
  
success!

Jason Chmel
Perfusionist

Mission Coordinator



The	
  Rotary	
  Club	
  of	
  MakaQ	
  West	
  (RCMW)	
  was,	
  once	
  again,	
  instrumental	
  in	
  coordinaQng	
  all 	
  logisQcs	
  
to	
   ensure	
   a	
   successful	
  mission.	
   Special	
  acknowledgement	
   needs	
   to	
   be	
   made	
   of	
   the	
   efforts	
  and	
  
leadership	
  of	
  President	
   Antonio	
  Lopez,	
  Treasurer	
  Ruy	
  Moreno	
  and	
  all	
  the	
  MakaQ	
  West	
   Rotarians	
  
whose	
   dedicaQon	
  and	
  aTenQon	
  to	
  detail 	
  are	
   the	
  reason	
  missions 	
  at	
   PCMC	
  run	
  smoothly	
  with	
  all	
  
aTenQon	
  focused	
  solely	
  on	
  helping	
   save	
   the	
   children.	
   	
  We	
  would	
  be	
   remiss 	
  not	
   to	
  menQon	
   the	
  
dedicaQon	
  and	
  caring	
  provided	
  by	
  Cynthia	
  Andrade,	
   the	
  RCMC	
  Social 	
  Worker,	
   to	
  all 	
  children	
  and	
  
families	
  that	
  were	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  mission.

Funding	
   is	
  an	
  essenQal 	
  aspect	
   of	
   all 	
  medical	
  missions	
  and	
  therefore	
   we	
   would	
   like	
   to	
   thank	
   the	
  
sponsors	
  of	
   this	
  mission	
   for	
  partnering	
   the	
  first	
   Rotary	
  Global	
  Grant	
   for	
  cardiac	
  surgeries 	
  in	
  The	
  
Philippines.	
   A	
   huge	
   hear`elt	
   thank	
   you	
  to	
  Rotary	
   District	
   7500,	
   Brick	
   Township	
  Morning	
   Rotary	
  
Club,	
   Rotary	
   Club	
   of	
  MakaQ	
   West	
   and	
   The	
   Rotary	
   FoundaQon	
   for	
   giving	
   10	
   Filipino	
   children	
   a	
  
second	
  chance	
  at	
   life.	
  A	
  special	
  thank	
  you	
  to	
  Rotarian	
  Kathy	
  Hiltner	
  (GOL	
  Rotary	
  District	
  7500)	
  for	
  
her	
   Qreless	
  efforts	
  and	
   dedicaQon	
   to	
   compleQng	
   the	
   new	
   Global	
  Grant	
   requirements	
   in	
   record	
  
Qme.	
  	
  

A	
   very	
   special	
   thank	
   you	
   to	
   Gi,	
   of	
   Life	
   InternaQonal	
   (GOLI)	
   Director	
   Lou	
   Del	
   Rosario	
   for	
   his	
  
leadership	
  and	
  dedicaQon	
  without	
  which	
  this	
  mission	
  would	
  not	
  have	
  been	
  possible.	
  

Finally,	
   a 	
  very	
   special	
   thank	
   you	
   to	
   the	
   incredible	
   Miller	
   Children’s	
   Hospital	
   visiQng	
   team	
   who	
  
provided	
  a	
  significant	
  donaQon	
  of	
  medical	
  supplies	
  and	
  invaluable	
  knowledge	
  and	
  skills	
  transfer	
  to	
  
the	
   Filipino	
   medical 	
   team	
   ensuring	
   the	
   children	
   received	
   the	
   best	
   possible	
   care.	
   On	
   behalf	
   of	
  
mission	
  coordinator,	
  Jason	
  Chmel,	
  we	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  the	
  following	
  medical 	
  supply	
  companies	
  
for	
  their	
  generous	
  donaQons	
  which	
  helped	
  save	
  the	
  lives	
  of	
  10	
  Filipino	
  children	
  during	
  this	
  medical	
  
mission:	
   Medline,	
   Medtronic,	
   Baxter,	
   Scanlan	
   InternaQonal,	
   Terumo,	
   Edwards	
   Lifesciences,	
  
Ethicon,	
  DiVerde	
  Medical,	
  and	
  Access	
  Medical	
  Devices.	
  



participating medical teams
Thank	
   you	
   to	
   these	
   medical	
   professionals	
   from	
   Miller	
   Children’s	
   Hospital	
   in	
   Long	
   Beach,	
  
California,	
   and	
  Bustamante	
  Hospital	
   for	
  Children	
   in	
  Kingston,	
   Jamaica	
  who	
  donated	
   their	
  @me	
  
and	
  skills	
  to	
  save	
  the	
  lives	
  of	
  10	
  Filipino	
  children	
  during	
  the	
  October	
  2013	
  medical	
  mission:

Pediatric	
  Cardiac	
  Surgeon	
  	
  	
  	
   Dr.	
  Shaun	
  SeTy	
  (Miller	
  Children’s	
  Hospital)
Cardiologist	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
   Dr.	
  Brandy	
  HeTendorf	
  (Miller	
  Children’s	
  Hospital)
Pediatric	
  Intensivists 	
   	
   Dr.	
  Chris	
  BabbiT,	
  Dr.	
  Marco	
  Ayulo	
  (Miller	
  Children’s	
  Hospital)
ICU	
  Nurses 	
   	
   	
   Caroline	
  Kwong,	
  KirsQ	
  CaTon,	
  Monica	
  Mafia,	
  Sopon	
  Kelly,	
  Sarah	
  Anne	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   Beechler	
  (Miller	
  Children’s	
  Hospital)
OR	
  Nurses 	
   	
   	
   Nina	
  Nagel,	
  Sandy	
  TolenQno	
  (Miller	
  Children’s	
  Hospital)
Perfusionist	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
   Jason	
  Chmel	
  (Miller	
  Children’s	
  Hospital)
AnestheQst	
   	
  	
  	
   	
   Dr.	
  Cleopatra	
  PaTerson	
  (Bustamante	
  Hospital	
  for	
  Children,	
  Jamaica)

Thank	
  you	
  to	
  these	
  medical	
  professionals	
  from	
  the	
  Philippine	
  Children’s	
  Medical	
  Center	
  for	
  their	
  
support,	
  coordina@on	
  and	
  teamwork	
  to	
  make	
  this	
  mission	
  a	
  success:

Pediatric	
  Cardiac	
  Surgeon	
  	
  	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   Dr.	
  Karl	
  Reyes	
  (Director,	
  Rotary	
  Club	
  MakaQ	
  West)
Pediatric	
  Cardiologist/Intensivist	
   	
   	
   Dr.	
  Leah	
  Arceo-­‐Plucena
Pediatric	
  Cardiologist/SecQon	
  Chief	
  of	
  Cardiology	
   Dr.	
  Jonas	
  del	
  Rosario
Pediatric	
  Cardiologist	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Dr.	
  Ina	
  Bunyi
Perfusionists 	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Jonathan	
  Acay,	
  Rico	
  Flores,	
  Jerry	
  Oblego
PICU	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Dr.	
  Alice	
  Herico,	
  Dr.	
  Audrey	
  Navarro,	
  Dr.	
  Charissa	
  Cua
Echo	
  Technologists	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Keya	
  P.	
  Bohol,	
  Perla	
  B.	
  Samson
Cardio	
  Rotator	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Dr.	
  Elarnie	
  Carreos
ExecuQve	
  Director	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Dr.	
  Julius	
  Lecciones
Head	
  ExecuQve	
  Assistant	
   	
   	
   	
   Dr.	
  Mary	
  Ann	
  Bunyi
Head	
  Surgical	
  &	
  Allied	
  Medical	
  Services	
   	
   Dr.	
  Vicente	
  Gomez

We	
   are	
   grateful	
   to	
   all	
   members	
   of	
   the	
   staff	
   and	
   administra@on	
   at	
   The	
   Philippine	
   Children’s	
  
Medical	
  Center	
  for	
  their	
  assistance	
  in	
  making	
  this	
  mission	
  a	
  success.	
  

fundamental organizations
• Rotary	
  InternaQonal
• Rotary	
  Club	
  of	
  MakaQ	
  West
• Rotary	
  Club	
  of	
  Brick	
  Township	
  Morning
• Rotary	
  District	
  7500
• Gi,	
  of	
  Life	
  Rotary	
  District	
  7500	
  
• Gi,	
  of	
  Life	
  InternaQonal
• Miller	
  Children’s	
  Hospital

• The	
  Philippine	
  Children’s	
  Medical	
  Center
• OperaQon	
  Heart	
  FoundaQon
• Philippine	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Health
• Philippine	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Foreign	
  Affairs
• Philippine	
  Honorary	
  Consulate	
  in	
  Jamaica
• Philippine	
  Embassy	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States
• Philippine	
  Ambassador	
  to	
  the	
  United	
  States;	
  Jose	
  L.	
  Cuisia,	
  Jr.	
  





NAME AGE DIAGNOSIS

Dianne 1 year old VSD Closure

Christine 1 1/2 years old VSD Closure

Paula Jean 1 1/2 years old Tetrology of Fallot

Rihanna 2 years old VSD Closure

Eunice 1 1/2 years old VSD Closure

Mario 18 years old Aortic Valve 
Replacement

Chastine 4 years old Tetrology of Fallot

Alvin 17 years old A/V Canal

Cylene 7 years old ASD Closure, PAPVC

Kier 13 years old VSD Closure

A	
   total	
   of	
   10	
   paQents	
   received	
   a	
   second	
   chance	
   at	
   life.	
   All	
   children	
   have	
  
recovered	
  and	
  are	
  back	
  home	
  with	
  their	
  families.	
  On	
  behalf	
  of	
  these	
  children	
  and	
  
their	
  families,	
  we	
  are	
  grateful	
  to	
  everyone	
  who	
  made	
  this	
  mission	
  possible.	
  

patients treated during the april 2013 mission



CHILDREN WHO WERE OPERATED - OCTOBER 2013
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TURNING DESPAIR TO HOPE...

ONE HEART AT A TIME

www.giftoflifeinternational.org

Gift of Life is a project of founding Rotary District 7250 and participating Rotary Clubs and Districts worldwide.  

http://www.giftoflifeinternational.org
http://www.giftoflifeinternational.org



