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Message from our CEO

OUR WORK IN KOSOVA HAS AN ADDED SENSE OF URGENCY.  
Currently, we are the only organization providing open heart surgery and 
interventional catheterization procedures in the country for the children. This visit was 
our second of 2022 and sixth in total since 2019. 

In these six visits, we have provided care to over 115 children. This work would not 
be possible without our amazing teams of volunteer healthcare professionals, who 
provide the best possible care to the children we serve. Additionally, we are blessed to 
have loyal donors committed to supporting our work in Kosova. This most recent visit 
was sponsored by Gift of Life International, Flying Angels, Medtronic and Mr. Harry 
Bajraktari.

On this visit, 10 precious children had their hearts healed.  Our team from various 
hospitals in Italy and the United States worked together to ensure each child received 
the care to which they have the right. We dedicate this report to Francesco, Elena, 
Dario, Paola, Andrea, Giada, John, Dhalia, Jessie, Suzy, Gabe, Harm and Dan. Thank 
you for your commitment to healing little hearts around the world!

Sincerely, 

Rob Raylman 
CEO, Gift of Life International
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10 Little Hearts Healed

Elina

Age: 3.5 Years

Morea

Age: 2 Years

Diament

Age: 14 Months

Elisa

Age: 2.5 Years

Ariana

Age: 9 Months

Loric

Age: 10 Years
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Ari

Age: 16 Months

Nina

Age: 15 Months

Ornela

Age: 8 Years

Yil

Age: 11 Months

10 Little Hearts Healed
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LOCAL TEAM FROM UNIVERSITY CLINICAL CENTER OF KOSOVA (UCCK):

Prof. Assoc. Ramush Bejiqi – Head of Team

Dr. Endrit Shala – Surgeon

Prof. Asst. Ragip Retkoceri – Pediatric 
Cardiologist

Asst. Dr. Arlinda Maloku – Pediatric Cardiologist

Dr. Aferdita Mustafa – Pediatrician

Dr. Driton Zylfiu – Anesthesiologist

Merita Bojaxhiu – Head of Nursing

Pashke Krasniqi – Nurse

Zejnepe Gerguri –Nurse

Fatime Baxhaku – Nurse

Aferdia Saraqi – Nurse

Elhame Krasniqi –Nurse

Syzane Salihi – Nurse

Rifete Curri – Nurse

Vlora Abazi Sylejmani – Perfusionist

Begisha Aliu – Perfusionist

Bernard Berisha – Perfusionist

Professor Mazllum Belegu – Gift of Life Kosova 
Chair

Jeton Mehmeti – Rotarian Volunteer

Ismail Baftijari – Rotarian Volunteer

VISITING HEALTHCARE TEAM:

John Albers – PICU Nurse

Giada Boggi – PICU Nurse

Dhalia Ortiz – PICU Nurse

Suzanne Brady – PICU Nurse

Dr. Francesco Santoro – Surgeon

Dr. Elena Ribera – Surgeon

Dr. Andrea Dato – Anesthesiologist

Paola Leveratto – OR Nurse

Dario Fichera – Perfusionist

Dr. Gabe Owens – Intensivist/Cardiologist

Dr. Jessica Asencio – Intensivist

Dr. Harm Velvis – Cardiologist

Dan Villareal – Respiratory Therapist

Rob Raylman – Gift of Life International CEO

Albana Krasniqi – Gift of Life International 
Director

Thank You to the Medical Teams
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Thank You to the Medical Teams
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Thank you to our Partners 
& Sponsors

This work we do takes a 
global network of donors, like-
minded partners, volunteers 
and healthcare professionals 
to develop sustainable 
pediatric cardiac programs. 

This visit would not have been 
made possible without the 
support from:

Dona un volo. Salva un bambino.
FLYING ANGELS O

N
LU

S

and Harry Bajraktari
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Gift of Life International is a Rotarian-based program that provides 

cardiac care to children throughout the world. Gift of Life International  

was started by the Rotary Club of Manhasset in Rotary District 

7255 USA and is currently sponsored by Rotary Clubs and Rotary 

Districts around the world. Gift of Life International is a non-profit 

organization which is tax exempt according to IRS Code 501c3.  

Tax ID#56-2322626

Whatever it takes to heal  

the heart of the next child 

since 1975 ... nearly 44,000 

hearts healed to date!
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