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Message from our CEO

THIS VISIT TO KOSOVA WAS OUR SEVENTH SINCE 2019 AND FINAL WORLD-WIDE VISIT FOR 2022.  
It was certainly a great way to end our 2022 visit schedule for we treated 28 children.  Thanks to our 
wonderful team from Albany Medical Center and elsewhere, these children have new hope for a healthy, 
happy life.  The team was led by surgeons Dr. Neil Devejian and Dr. Kellianne Kleeman, interventional 
cardiologist Dr. John Breinholt and ICU Nurse John Albers.

Many of these children had been on our waiting list since the beginning of the year.  We would like to 
extend a big thank you to Dr. Harm Velvis, retired pediatric cardiologist and Gift of Life International board 
member, for the screening efforts he led throughout the year.  Together with the local cardiology team at 
UCCK, Dr. Velvis screened over 200 Kosovar children.  A special thank you goes out to Dr. Ramush Bejiqi, 
Dr. Arlinda Maloku and Dr. Aferdita Mustafa for their partnership in these screenings and the coordination 
of the overall visit logistics. 

The Kosovar surgical team was integral in the care of our patients with Dr. Endrit Shala, a Kosovar surgeon, 
becoming the first Kosovar surgeon to operate on a child during one of our visits.  The support of the entire 
Kosovar team at UCCK was greatly appreciated and led to the exceptional care to all our 28 children.

Thank you to Mr. Harry Bajraktari, the Encinitas Country Day School, Chain of Hope UK and Gift of Life 
International for their partnership in funding this visit and ensuring the care of children in need.

Rob Raylman 
CEO, Gift of Life International
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10 Little Hearts Treated with Surgery

Ajza

Age: 20 Months

Buna

Age: 4 Years

Alea

Age: 2 Years

Ebubeker

Age: 10 Months

Krist

Age: 2 Years

Jeta

Age: 6 Months
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Levin

Age: 2 Years

Tian

Age: 21 Months

Lyra

Age: 22 Months

Rion

Age: 4 Years

10 Little Hearts Treated with Surgery
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18 Little Hearts Treated with Catheterization

Adea

Age: 17 Years

Alea

Age: 2 Years

Ajra

Age: 3 Years

Buna

Age: 3 Years

Erhan

Age: 5 Years

Ela

Age: 2 Years
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18 Little Hearts Treated with Catheterization

Eris

Age: 5 Years

Jara

Age: 4 Years

Fatbardh

Age: 12 Years

Jutosika

Age: 4 Years

Lea

Age: 4 Years

Lea

Age: 3 Years
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18 Little Hearts Treated with Catheterization

Oniks

Age: 5 Years

Ron

Age: 3 Years

Rion

Age: 8 Years

Tris

Age: 7 Years

Ylli

Age: 7 Years

Valzon

Age: 1 Year
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LOCAL TEAM FROM UNIVERSITY CLINICAL CENTER OF KOSOVA (UCCK):

Prof. Assoc. Ramush Bejiqi – Head of Team

Dr. Endrit Shala – Surgeon

Prof. Asst. Ragip Retkoceri – Pediatric Cardiologist

Asst. Dr. Arlinda Maloku – Pediatric Cardiologist

Dr. Aferdita Mustafa – Pediatrician

Dr. Driton Zylfiu – Anesthesiologist

Merita Bojaxhiu – Head of Nursing

Pashke Krasniqi – Nurse

Zejnepe Gerguri –Nurse

Fatime Baxhaku – Nurse

Aferdia Saraqi – Nurse

Elhame Krasniqi –Nurse

Syzane Salihi – Nurse

Rifete Curri – Nurse

Vlora Abazi Sylejmani – Perfusionist

Begisha Aliu – Perfusionist

Bernard Berisha – Perfusionist

Professor Mazllum Belegu – Gift of Life Kosova Chair

Jeton Mehmeti – Rotarian Volunteer

Ismail Baftijari – Rotarian Volunteer

VISITING HEALTHCARE TEAM:

Dr. Neil Devejian – Pediatric Cardiac Surgeon

Dr. Kellianne Kleeman – Pediatric Cardiac Surgeon

Dr. Cynthia Amirtharaj – Cardiologist

Dr. John Breinholt – Interventional Cardiologist

Dr. Siaelda Green – Anesthesiologist

Dr. Farzana Afroze – Anesthesiologist

Dr. Adnan Bakar – Intensivist

Tracy Crowell – Perfusionist

Gregory Davies – OR Nurse

Arnold Villajuan – OR Nurse

John Albers – PICU Nurse

James Roth – PICU Nurse

Jennifer Derry – PICU Nurse

Samantha Twait – PICU Nurse

Kendell Hitt – PICU Nurse

Anthony Powers – PICU Nurse

Dr. Mohammed Bakhsh – Intensivist

Rob Raylman – Gift of Life International CEO

Thank You to the Medical Teams
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Thank You to the Medical Teams
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Thank you to our Partners 
& Sponsors

Mr. Harry Bajraktari
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Gift of Life International is a Rotarian-based program that provides 

cardiac care to children throughout the world. Gift of Life International  

was started by the Rotary Club of Manhasset in Rotary District 

7255 USA and is currently sponsored by Rotary Clubs and Rotary 

Districts around the world. Gift of Life International is a non-profit 

organization which is tax exempt according to IRS Code 501c3.  

Tax ID#56-2322626
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Whatever it takes to heal  
the heart of a child.

Over 44,000 hearts healed 
to date!


