
KosovaTURNING DESPAIR TO HOPE IN

GIFT OF LIFE INTERNATIONAL
DEDICATED TO ENHANCING THE CAPACITY OF OUR EXISTING GIFT OF LIFE PROGRAMS



Gift of Life International continues to 
dedicate our efforts to enhance the 
capacity of our existing Gift of Life 
programs to help more children. At the 
request of our Gift of Life Kosova 
program, Gift of Life International 
coordinated a screening mission to 
Pristina, Kosova in May 2012. 

MAY 2012 SCREENING MISSION
67 CHILDREN SCREENED...33 IDENTIFIED AS NEEDING CARE...27 HAVE BEEN PROVIDED TREATMENT



Children in need of cardiac 
surgery in Kosova cannot find 
treatment within their own 
country. 

A s c r e e n i n g m i s s i o n w a s 
sponsored in May 2012 which saw 67 
Kosovar children with congenital heart 
defects screened to determine 
whether Gift of Life International 
(GOLI) could provide treatment. The 
mission took place at the University 
Clinical Center of Kosova (UCCK) and 
was led by pediatric cardiologist Dr. 
Joe Gaffney whose team of two other 
healthcare professionals  (Ms. Mickey 
Wilder and Ms. Margaret Challenger) 
worked for a period of 5 days  with the 
doctors  and nurses of UCCK to 
identify children that were treatable. 
Ultimately, 33 children were identified 
as needing treatment. Thanks to our 
global network, 27 of these children 
received care. 

Kosovar children traveled to 
Seoul, South Korea; Tel Aviv, Israel; 
Indianapolis, Indiana; Memphis, 
Tennessee; Houston, Texas; New 
Orleans, Louisiana; New York City, 
New York; Long Island, New York; and 
Westchester County, New York to 
receive their gift of life. 

A special thank you goes out to 
the Chair of our Gift of Life in Kosova, 
Professor Mazllum Belegu, for his 
leadership and dedication to the 
children of our program in Kosovar.  
Addi t ional ly, we would l ike to 
recognize the efforts of Albana 
Krasnigi to raise money to support the 
screening mission and individual 
surgeries on children.

A heart felt thank you to the 13 
Gift of Life programs  and affiliates 
around the world who sponsored 
these children in need, arranged for 
their housing and basic needs while 
away from their homes for treatment, 
and provided them love and support 
during their time of need. 

It is  only through our global 
network of Gift of Life programs and 
affiliated hospitals that Gift of Life 
International was  able to turn despair 
to hope for 27 Kosovar children and 
their families. 

Thank you Gani Abazi and Klaus 
Hochberg for your vision in working to 
establish Gift of Life Kosova. This 
single act has led to the saving of over 
40 precious Kosovar children’s lives.

The Gift of Life Global Network 
Saves Lives



CHILD’S	
  NAME SPONSORING	
  GOL	
  PROGRAM AFFILIATED	
  HOSPITAL

SARA GOL 6560 RILEY CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL, INDIANA

RINOR GOL MIDSOUTH LE BOHNEUR CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL, TENNESSEE

MARIGONA GOL 7230 CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL AT MONTEFIORE, NEW YORK

YILINDA GOL 7490 ST. JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL, NEW JERSEY

MURAT GOL 7230 GIL HOSPITAL, SEOUL, KOREA

ANDI GOL 7230 GIL HOSPITAL, SEOUL, KOREA

RINESA CAN (JON) ERBILGIN PAIK HOSPITAL, SEOUL, KOREA

OMER GOL 7470

0

PAIK HOSPITAL, SEOUL, KOREA

YLL GOL 7090 & GOL 7260 WOLFSON MEDICAL CENTER, ISRAEL

YLL HEARTGIFT, NEW ORLEANS NEW ORLEANS CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

EDONA HEARTGIFT, NEW ORLEANS NEW ORLEANS CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

ELIJESA GOL 7260 ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL, NEW YORK

FIDAN GOL 7260 WOLFSON MEDICAL CENTER, ISRAEL

SHPRESA HEARTGIFT, HOUSTON CHILDREN’S MEMORIAL HERMANN HOSPITAL

AURORA GOL 7260 ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL, NEW YORK

DIONIT GOL 7260 ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL, NEW YORK

DEA GOL 7230 WESTCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER, NEW YORK

AGNESA GOL 7230 CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL AT MONTEFIORE, NEW YORK

ELNARD GOL 7470 WESTCHESTER MEDICAL CENTER

AFRIM GOL 7490 & GOL 7500 ST. JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL, NEW JERSEY

IZET GOL ITALY OF NEW YORK OSPERDALI DE RIUNITI, BERGAMO, ITALY

HABIB GOL MIDSOUTH LE BOHNEUR CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL, TENNESSEE

ARDIT GOL 7230 PAIK HOSPITAL, SEOUL, KOREA

YLLI GOL 7230 PAIK HOSPITAL, SEOUL, KOREA

JORA GOL 7260 ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL, NEW YORK

YIL CHAIN OF HOPE LIEPZIG, GERMANY

ERMELINDA GOL 7260 ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL, NEW YORK

Kosovar Children Treated



Gift of Life 7230 Saves Lives
Marigona, Dea, Andi, Agnesa, Ardit, and Murat thank you for giving them a second chance at life.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Ylli who unfortunately was not able to recover from surgery.
Thank you GOL 7230 for giving Ylli a chance to have his surgery. 

Marigona

Dea

AndiYlli

Agnesa

Ardit

Murat



Gift of Life 7260      
Saves Lives

Elijesa, Fidan, Aurora, Dionit, Jora and Ermelinda thank you for 
giving them a second chance at life.

Elijesa

Aurora

Fidan

Jora

Dionit

Yll

Ermelinda

Thank you to GOL 7260 
& GOL 7090 who co-

sponsored Yll’s surgery
Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
family of Ylli who unfortunately was not 

able to recover from surgery.



Gift of Life 
7490 

Saves Lives
Yilinda and Afrim thank you 
for giving them a second 

chance at life.

Omer

Afrim Yilinda

Rinor HabibGift of Life 
MidSouth

Saves 
Lives

Rinor and Habib thank you 
for giving them a second 

chance at life.

Gift of Life 
7470 

Saves Lives
Omer and Elnard thank you 
for giving them a second 

chance at life.

Elnard

Thank you to GOL 7490 
& GOL 7500 who co-

sponsored Afrim’s surgery



HeartGift
New 

Orleans 
Saves Lives

Yll and Edona thank you 
for giving them a second 

chance at life.

Edona Yll

HeartGift 
Houston 

Saves a Life
Shpresa thanks you for giving 

her a second chance at life.

Shpresa

Gift of Life 
6560

Saves a Life
Sara thanks you for giving 

her a second chance at life.

Sara



Rinesa

Izet Gift of Life Italy 
of New York
Saves a Life 

with help from GOL 
New Jersey, Sergeant 

Whitney Talbert & 
Sergeant Wendy Tate 

Izet thanks you for providing him 
with his first of multiple surgeries 

needed to save his life. 

Jon 
Erbilgin

Saves a Life
Rinesa thanks you for giving 

her a second chance at life.

Yil

Sustaining Partner 
Chain of Hope

Saves a Life
Yil thanks you for giving him a second chance at life.







www.giftoflifeinternational.org
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Turning Despair to Hope...
One Heart At A Time
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