
16 JAMAICAN CHILDREN RECEIVED A SECOND CHANCE AT LIFE

Gift of Life International partner, Chain of Hope, assembled an excellent team of European medical professionals at 

Bustamante Hospital for Children in Kingston, Jamaica to provide lifesaving treatment to 16 Jamaican children who 

otherwise lived in despair. An additional 2 children received diagnostic catheterization procedures in preparation for 

future surgical intervention. The Chain of Hope Visiting team also provided continued skills transfer to the Jamaican 

pediatric cardiac surgery and aftercare teams further enhancing their skill level as they prepare to move to the new 

cardiac center which is currently under construction. A heartfelt thank you to Chain of Hope and Gift of Life Rotary 

District 7230 for co-sponsoring this training visit and providing these children with the gift of life. 
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global partners collaborate to establish 
a cardiac center of excellence in the caribbean

During	
  the	
  week	
  of	
  November	
  25th	
  to	
  29th,	
  Gib	
  of	
  Life	
  Interna1onal 	
  is	
  proud	
  to	
  have	
  partnered	
  
with	
  the	
  Gib	
  of	
  Life	
   program	
   in	
  Rotary	
  District	
   7230	
  (GOL	
   7230)	
  and	
  Chain	
  of	
  Hope	
   (COH)	
  to	
  
conduct	
   a	
  training	
   visit	
   to	
  Bustamante	
   Hospital	
  for	
  Children	
  in	
  Kingston,	
   Jamaica.	
   	
   	
  COH	
  and	
  
GOL	
   7230	
   co-­‐funded	
   the	
   visit	
   while	
   COH	
   was	
   solely	
   responsible	
   for	
   selec1ng	
   the	
   expert	
  
healthcare	
  professionals	
  who	
  par1cipated	
  in	
  the	
  training	
  visit.

Over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  this	
  week	
   in	
  November,	
  16	
  Jamaican	
  children	
  were	
  treated	
  for	
  their	
  heart	
  
ailments.	
   	
   The	
   visi1ng	
   team	
   working	
   with	
   the	
   Jamaican	
   team	
   operated	
   on	
   9	
   children	
   and	
  
provided	
   an	
   addi1onal	
  7	
   children	
  with	
   interven1onal	
  catheteriza1on	
   procedures.	
   Diagnos1c	
  
catheteriza1on	
  procedures	
  were	
  performed	
  on	
  2	
  more	
  children	
   to	
  provide	
  proper	
  evalua1on	
  
for	
  future	
  surgery.

COH	
  and	
  Gib	
  of	
  Life	
   Interna1onal	
  have	
  been	
  working	
   together	
  in	
  Jamaica	
  since	
   late	
   2010	
  to	
  
develop	
  a	
  sustainable	
   pediatric	
  cardiac	
  surgery	
  and	
  abercare	
   program.	
   	
  Nearly	
  300	
  Jamaican	
  
children	
  have	
  been	
  treated	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  this	
  effort.	
  Construc1on	
  is	
  well 	
  underway	
  on	
  the	
  new	
  
pediatric	
   cardiac	
   unit	
   at	
   Bustamante	
   Hospital	
   with	
   plans	
   of	
   comple1on	
   by	
   February	
   2014	
  
followed	
  by	
   the	
  opening	
   of	
  the	
   new	
   center	
   in	
  April	
  2014.	
   The	
  new	
  pediatric	
  cardiac	
  unit	
  will	
  
include	
   a	
  dedicated	
  cardiac	
  opera1ng	
  theatre,	
   cath	
  lab	
  and	
  10	
  bed	
   intensive	
  care	
  unit	
  where	
  
250	
   Jamaican	
   children	
   per	
  year	
  will 	
  be	
   treated.	
   Thanks 	
  to	
   The	
   Digicel 	
  Founda1on,	
   Chain	
   of	
  
Hope	
  and	
  Sagicor	
  who	
  are	
   providing	
   the	
   funding	
  needed	
  to	
  build	
  the	
  new	
  cardiac	
  center,	
  this	
  
dream	
  of	
  providing	
  care	
  to	
  Jamaican	
  children	
  in	
  their	
  own	
  country	
  will	
  become	
  a	
  reality.	
  

Thank	
  you	
  to	
  The	
   Shaggy	
  Founda1on,	
  Gib	
  of	
  Life	
   Programs,	
  Rotary	
  Districts	
  and	
  Rotary	
  Clubs	
  
around	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  The	
  Rotary	
  Founda1on	
  who	
  are	
  funding	
  the	
  1.2	
  million	
  dollar	
  project	
  to	
  
equip	
  the	
  new	
  cath	
  lab	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  cri1cal	
  component	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  center.	
  



heartfelt thanks

We	
  would	
  like	
   to	
   thank	
  the	
   Board	
  of	
  Directors	
  of	
   the	
   Gi`	
   of	
  Life	
   program	
   in	
   Rotary	
  District	
  
7230	
   (GOL	
   7230)	
   for	
   their	
   vision	
   and	
   generosity	
   in	
   suppor1ng	
   the	
   empowerment	
   of	
   the	
  
Jamaican	
  Surgical	
  and	
  A`ercare	
  Team.	
  	
  GOL	
  7230	
  has	
  become	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  leaders	
  in	
  the	
  global	
  
network	
  of	
  Gi`	
  of	
  Life	
  organiza1ons.

We	
   are	
   proud	
   of	
   our	
   partnership	
   with	
   Chain	
   of	
   Hope	
   (COH)	
   and	
   Chain	
   of	
   Hope	
   Jamaica	
  
(COHJA)	
   and	
   we	
   are	
   grateful 	
   to	
   them	
   for	
   their	
   con1nued	
   leadership	
   in	
   developing	
   a	
  
sustainable	
   pediatric	
   cardiac	
   surgery	
   and	
   a`ercare	
   program	
   at	
   Bustamante	
   Hospital 	
   for	
  
Children.	
  	
  

Over	
  the	
   years	
  we	
   are	
  proud	
  of	
  the	
   partnership	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  developed	
  with	
   the	
   Jamaican	
  
Ministry	
  of	
  Health,	
  the	
  Southeast	
  Regional 	
  Health	
  Authority	
  and	
  the	
  leadership	
  at	
  Bustamante	
  
Hospital	
  for	
  Children	
  and	
  we	
  are	
   grateful	
  for	
  their	
  support	
   in	
   the	
   conduc1ng	
  of	
   this 	
  training	
  
visit.	
   	
  The	
  role	
  of	
  Government	
   is	
  essen1al	
  in	
  the	
  crea1on	
  of	
  a	
  sustainable	
  program	
  and	
  we	
  are	
  
fortunate	
  to	
  have	
  such	
  dedicated	
  individuals	
  in	
  the	
  Jamaican	
  Government	
  as	
  our	
  partners.



fundamental organizations

the participating medical teams

• GIFT	
  OF	
  LIFE	
  INTERNATIONAL
• CHAIN	
  OF	
  HOPE	
  UK
• CHAIN	
  OF	
  HOPE	
  JAMAICA
• GIFT	
  OF	
  LIFE	
  ROTARY	
  DISTRICT	
  7230
• BRITISH	
  AIRWAYS
• DHL
• THE	
  SHAGGY	
  FOUNDATION

• BVM	
  MEDICAL
• LIFETECH	
  SCIENTIFIC
• CRYOLIFE
• BUSTAMANTE	
  HOSPITAL	
  FOR	
  CHILDREN
•MINISTER	
  OF	
  HEALTH
•MINISTER	
  OF	
  FOREIGN	
  AFFAIRS
• SOUTHEAST	
  REGIONAL	
  HEALTH	
  AUTHORITY

The	
  Chain	
  of	
  Hope	
  visi/ng	
  pediatric	
  cardiac	
  medical	
  team	
  based	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  Kingdom:

Cardiothoracic	
  Surgeon:	
  Professor	
  Vibeke	
  Hjortdal,	
  Dr.	
  MarSn	
  Kostolny,	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Professor	
  Richard	
  Perryman
IntervenSonal	
  Cardiologist:	
  Dr.	
  Alan	
  Magee
Perfusionist:	
  Steve	
  Saville
Cardiac	
  AnaestheSst:	
  Dr.	
  Angus	
  McEwan	
  
Cath	
  Lab	
  AnaestheSst:	
  Dr.	
  Rolf	
  Dahl
Cardiac	
  Intensivist/AnaestheSst:	
  Dr.	
  Gavin	
  Wright
Cardiac	
  Intensivist:	
  Dr.	
  InSkhab	
  Zafurallah
Lead	
  Cardiac	
  Intensivist:	
  Dr.	
  Troy	
  Dominquez
Cardiac	
  ICU	
  Nurses:	
  Jo	
  Petheram,	
  Amanda	
  Po\erton,	
  
	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Lene	
  Skaarup	
  Hogsberg,	
  Hanne	
  Arensbak	
  Kjaergaard
Cardiac	
  OperaSng	
  Theatre	
  Nurse:	
  Julie	
  Plumridge
Cardiac	
  ICU	
  Educator:	
  Lynda	
  Shaughnessy
Biomedical	
  Engineer:	
  Steve	
  Phillips

The	
  Jamaican	
  pediatric	
  cardiac	
  medical	
  team	
  from	
  Bustamante	
  Hospital	
  for	
  Children:

Cardiac	
  Surgeon:	
  Dr.	
  Sherard	
  Li\le
Cardiologists:	
  Dr.	
  Tamara	
  Tomlinson	
  Morris,	
  Dr.	
  Sharonne	
  Forrester,	
  
	
   	
   	
  Dr.	
  Charmaine	
  Sco\
Head	
  of	
  Anaesthesia:	
  Dr.	
  Lambert	
  Innis
Cardiac	
  AnaestheSst:	
  Dr.	
  Cleopatra	
  Pa\erson
Perfusionists:	
  Ms.	
  Dorothy	
  Pinnock,	
  Mr.	
  Fitzhugh	
  Forest
Theatre	
  Manager:	
  Ms.	
  Viviene	
  Bowen
Cardiac	
  Theatre	
  Nurses:	
  Nurse	
  Darla	
  Savoury,	
  Nurse	
  Cunningham
Head	
  of	
  Nursing	
  Services:	
  Matron	
  Patricia	
  Ingram	
  MarSn
Intensive	
  Care	
  Nurses:	
  Sister	
  Audrey	
  Willocks,	
  Sister	
  Andria	
  Peterkin,	
  Nurse	
  Bailey	
  Fagan,	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  Nurse	
  Keisha	
  Walker,	
  Nurse	
  Jessica	
  Thomas,	
  Nurse	
  Paule\e	
  Gilbert,	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  Nurse	
  Michelle	
  Roper	
  Carty,	
  Nurse	
  Nicola	
  Sampson

As 	
  in	
  every	
  training	
  visit,	
  the	
   Jamaican	
  team	
  was	
  matched	
  with	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  visiSng	
   team	
   to	
  
enable	
   the	
   transfer	
  of	
   skills.	
  We	
   are	
   grateful	
  to	
  all 	
  members	
  of	
   the	
   staff	
  and	
  administraSon	
  at	
  
Bustamante	
  Hospital	
  for	
  their	
  assistance	
  in	
  making	
  this	
  training	
  visit	
  a	
  success.	
  







NAME AGE DIAGNOSIS

Javier 11 months Tetrology of Fallot

Omario 10 years Ventricular Septal Defect

Sherdia 7 years Mitral Valve Repair 

Mikhala 9 years Atrioventricular Canal 
Defect 

Ronjay 13 years Ventricular Septal Defect

Alrick 12 years Atrial Septal Defect, Partial 
Anomalous Pulmonary 

Venous Drainage

Janelle 11 months Ventricular Septal Defect

Shantae 9 years Atrioventricular Canal 
Defect

Kyle 9 years Ventricular Septal Defect

NAME AGE DIAGNOSIS

Khalif 6 years Diagnostic Cath

Shamone 1 year Patent Ductus Arteriosus

Matthew 7 years Pulmonary Vein Stenosis

Jerene 4 years Patent Ductus Arteriosus

Kimoya 5 years Patent Ductus Arteriosus

Jannae 9 years Tricuspid Stenosis, Severe 
Valvar Pulmonary Stenosis

Sarah 5 years Patent Ductus Arteriosus

Orlando 5 years Atrial Septal Defect

Quantae 1 year 9 months Diagnostic Cath

children who received catheterization procedures

children who received surgery
A	
  total	
  of	
  9	
  children	
  received	
  correc1ve	
  open-­‐heart	
  surgery	
  during	
  this	
  training	
  visit.

A	
  total	
  of	
  9	
  children	
  received	
  catheteriza1on	
  procedures	
  during	
  this	
  training	
  visit.	
  
(7	
  of	
  these	
  procedures	
  were	
  interven1onal	
  while	
  an	
  addi1onal	
  2	
  were	
  diagnos1c)



CHILDREN 
WHO WERE 
OPERATED

Omario

Sherida

Shantae Janelle

AlrickRonjay
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Mikhalia

Kyle



CHILDREN WHO RECEIVED 
CATHETERIZATION 

PROCEDURES

Quantae

Jannae

Orlando

Matthew Kimoya Khalif Shamone

SarahJerene





WWW.GIFTOFLIFEINTERNATIONAL.ORG WWW.CHAINOFHOPE.ORG

CREATING A SUSTAINABLE PEDIATRIC CARDIAC 
CENTER OF EXCELLENCE FOR THE CARIBBEAN

Gi1	
  of	
  Life	
  is	
  a	
  project	
  of	
  founding	
  Rotary	
  District	
  7250	
  and	
  parGcipaGng	
  Rotary	
  Clubs	
  and	
  Districts	
  worldwide.
Gi1	
  of	
  Life	
  InternaGonal	
  is	
  a	
  non-­‐profit	
  organizaGon	
  and	
  is	
  tax	
  exempt	
  according	
  to	
  IRS	
  Code	
  501(c)3.	
  Tax	
  ID#56-­‐2322626
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