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A LEGACY OF 
SAVING LIVES

Gift of Life, Inc. is the first-
ever Gift of Life program and 
has been saving the lives of 
c h i l d r e n affl i c t e d w i t h 
congenital heart disease 
since 1975. Mary Reardon, 
President of Gift of Life, Inc. 
and Florence Marc-Charles, 
Gift of Life, Inc. Director both 
traveled to Haiti to witness 
first-hand the lives of 11 
children being saved in 
memory of Mr. John F. Capri 
who was a long time, active 
member of The Gift of Life, 
Inc. and helped countless 
c h i l d r e n r e c e i v e t h e i r 
lifesaving heart surgery. His 
legacy of saving children’s 
lives will continue through 
the on-going efforts of Gift of 
Life, Inc.  

During this 5th Gift of Life 
sponsored medical mission 
to Port-au-Prince, Haiti, the 
International Open Hearts 
Haiti medical team, lead by 
Dr. Francois Lacour-Gayet 
and Mart ine Bouzi , RN 
performed 11 successful 
surgeries including PDA, 
ASD, VSD, TOF, DORV and 
PS Valvar.   Additionally, 
Cardiologist Dr. Hugues 
Lucron saw more than 40 
patients to diagnose and 
record their echocardiogram 
results for treatment on 
future medical missions or at 
other Gift of Life affiliated 
hospitals.  

Our most sincere thanks to The Gift of Life, Inc. for honoring 
the memory of John F. Capri and turning despair to hope for 
11 Haitian children through a Rotary Global Grant.                
The love you gave from your hearts helped heal theirs.
Pictured above is Thierry Jussome (on left) holding a photo 
of himself with John Capri as he remembers and gives 
thanks for his life being saved thanks to this great man.



	

MISSION OVERVIEW FROM DR. FRANCOIS LACOUR-GAYET         
CLINIQUE LAMBERT, HAITI    APRIL 4TH-12TH, 2014

We started on Saturday and selected patients to be operated. Thanks to 
the list done by Owen. 
The surgery went quite well, with a couple of challenging cases. We did 
11 patients. All patients were extubated the same day and most of them 
in the operating room. No patients were ventilated overnight.  Thanks to 
the anesthesia team and also to the normothermia with warm 
cardioplegia which simplifies the post operative course. We had to re-
operate two BT shunt cases respectively for hemostasis and too small 
of a Goretex diameter. They went well.
Hugues Lucron saw more than forty patients and all echoes were 
recorded and stored. All patients had post-op echoes as well as 
discharge echoes. A 25 year old patient with ASD and PS will be treated 
with interventional cardiology by Dr. Hugues Lucron at Fort de France. 
Another 2 year old patient with complex DORV is to be sent abroad.  
Owen and all will organize these two trips.
We discovered that the biotechnician should not only take care of the 
equipment that we use, but also ensure the maintenance of the 
building. A problem occurred with compressed air and it took half a day 
to understand and fix the issue safely.
The new venue at Villa Therese was outstanding, even if we are more 
isolated. The closing party was great. 
The organization planned by Rob Raylman was optimal. We enjoyed 
meeting with Mary and Florence and we are grateful for their 
commitment to our program.
Finally, this was an excellent mission and we are happy that 11 patients 
could be operated with good results.
We explored options to build a heart center in Haiti and this will require 
more time.

Thank you all for your kind participation, expertise, generosity and fun. I 
do believe that our missions are the best opportunity to fully live our 
passion for Medicine. Thank you Rob and Gift of Life for providing this 
unique experience.
Thanks to Maggie and her energy.
Good luck to Martine in her new role at Open Hearts Haiti.
I am looking forward to seeing you at our next mission on November 1st.

With warm regards

Francois Lacour-Gayet
Past President Open Hearts Haiti
Professor of Surgery, Imperial College, London
f.lacour-gayet@rbht.nhs.uk



	

VISITING MEDICAL TEAM
Thank you to the visiting medical professionals who donated their time and expertise to save 
the lives of 11 Haitian children during the April 2014 medical mission, which was conducted at 
Clinique Lambert in Port-Au-Prince, Haiti.

OPEN HEARTS HAITI TEAM:
Heart Surgeon	 	 Francois Lacour-Gayet, MD	 Royal Brompton Hospital, London
Heart Surgeon	 	 Virginie Fouilloux, MD	 	 La Timone Hospital, Marseille
Cardiologist	 	 	 Hugues Lucron, MD		 	 Fort de France University Hospital
Perfusionist/Intensivist	 Yves Durandy, MD	 	 	 Marie Lannelongue Hospital, Paris
Anesthesiologist	 	 Lucca Di Chiarra, MD	 	 Bambino Gesu, Rome
Anesthesiologist	 	 Anne Farge, MD	 	 	 Jacque Cartier Hospital, Paris
Intensivist
 
 
 Dania Rumbak, MD

 
 Montefiore Children’s, New York
Biomedical Engineer
 Joel Gregory, BSE
 
 
 Montefiore Children’s, New York
Scrub Nurse
 
 
 Dotlyn Jeffrey, RN
 
 
 Montefiore Children’s, New York
Scrub Nurse
 
 
 Heather Tucker, RN

 
 Montefiore Children’s, New York
Scrub Nurse	 	 	 Lowella Ughoc, RN		 	 Mount Sinai Medical Center, NY
ICU Nurse and
Mission Coordinator
 Martine Bouzi, RN
 
 
 Montefiore Children’s, New York
ICU Nurse
 
 
 Simone Campbell
 
 
 Montefiore Children’s, New York
ICU Nurse
 
 
 Karen Darlestin
 
 
 Montefiore Children’s, New York
ICU Nurse
 
 
 Jessica Copp, RN
 
 
 Boston Children’s, Boston, MA
ICU Nurse
 
 
 Jessica Page, RN
 
 
 Boston Children’s, Boston, MA
ICU Nurse
 
 
 Jodi-Ann Williams, RN
 
 Montefiore Children’s, New York





PATIENTS TREATED AND THOSE WHO MADE IT POSSIBLE
A total of 11 patients received a second chance at life. On behalf of these children and 
their families, we wish to thank Gift of Life, Inc., Rotary Club of Glen Head, Rotary Club 
of Port-au-Prince, Rotary District 7020, Rotary International, Clinique Lambert, Open 
Hearts Haiti, Kado Lavi and Haiti Cardiac Alliance for making this mission possible. 

NAME AGE DIAGNOSIS

Lourdrutche 7 months PDA

Samedi 8 years PDA

Christopher 17 years ASD

Mlaysia 2.5 years VSD

Erickson 9.5 years TOF/DORV

Nathanaelle 3.5 years BT Shunt

Rachel 20 years PS Valvar

Christna 7 years Cor Triatriatum Repair

Medjina 1.5 years BT Shunt

Marc 7 years PDA

Erlanda 8 years PS Valvar



CHILDREN WHO NOW HAVE HOPE...             
WHERE ONCE THERE WAS ONLY DESPAIR
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