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Pediatric Cardiac Program at Hospital Bloom
Exceeds its Goal of 150 Surgeries

The fifth training wisit to Hospital Bloom in 2011 proved to be a perfect way to end the year. Much
progress has been made over the course of the year as we continue our efforts to empower Salvadorans
to care for Salvadorans and mowve closer towards the goal of a sustainable pediatric cardiac surgery and
follow up program in El Salvador. During the course of this training visit, the 150th child [Luis Antonio
Henriquez - pictured above) was operated successfully. Surgeries continued and an overwhelming 159
Salvadoran children received a second chance at life at Hospital Bloom in San Salvador in 2011 alone.
The Salwadoran Cardiac Medical Team is to be congratulated for such an outstanding achievement. The
five visiting medical teams are to be thanked for giving of their ime, sharing their knowledge, and
donating equipment, supplies and medications making these surgeries possible.

During the week of November 28th - December 2nd, 2011, the Project Mend a Little Heart medical team
worked side by side with the Salvadoran cardiac medical team to heal the hearts of ten children while
working to enhance the skills of the Salvadoran team and empower them to care for their own children.
Dr. Pierre Wong, visiting cardiologist, provided in depth training on the uwse of the transesophageal
echocardiogram machine in pre-op, operating theatre and post-op settings. Dr. Winfield Wells, visiting
cardiac surgeon, focused training of the Salvadoran surgeons primarily on Tetrology of Fallot and AfV
Canal procedures. Project Mend a Little Heart team leader, Angela Hartley assembled an incredible team
of medical professionals that provided training to all members of the Salvadoran team both in the O.R.
and the ICU. As the leaders of the "0Our Hearts are in El 5alvador” program, both Dr. Mauricio Velado,
interventicnal cardiologist, and Dr. Francisco Gamero, cardiac surgeon felt blessed to have received this
level of training for themsehes and their medical team.



Both Gift of Life International and the entire Salvadoran team of
nurses and physicians are grateful to the Project Mend a Little Heart
tearn for taking the time to travel to El Salvador to share their
knowledge and expertise. We are also very appreciative of the
many supplies, medications and equipment that was donated by
this visiting team.

Rounding out this training visit was the culmination of the six-month nurse training program for a team
of 18 Salvadoran nurses who are focused on pediatric cardiac surgery and aftercare of these patients in
the ICU, The nurses were evaluated on their knowledge and skill level, based on what they have learned
over the past six months. As the year has gone by, we have heard from each medical training team that
the nursing care is very good. With their
enhanced skills, as a result of this training
program, the Salvadoran nurses are able to do
what they were hired to do - provide the best
passible care to the pediatric cardiac patients
given their resources and limitations. Each
nurse who participated in the training
program was awarded a cerfificate of
completion and a bonus to recognize their
efforts.

In addition to training the pediatric cardiac medical team,
Fredlee Kaplan, a Gift of Life International Director and
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, continued her
Family Support Program. S5eminars were provided to
residents, social workers and psychologists at Hospital
Bloom to educate participants in methods to effectively
suppart families during illness, treatment and recovery of
their children, Seminars included mindfulness and somatic
awareness as well as role plays. The ultimate goal is to
create a nurturing environment for parents and children
during this difficult tme.

Z VILLATORO

4 ViEArS

5
4

XIS RAMIRE

. 2004

Houschold Income: 5 §.00 per day

N
4
Number of family members:

OSCAR ALFE

.'.I.!_'I':

)

Birth Date: September 2

Hospital: Hospatal Bloom

2011

December 1,
Danvers Rotary Club

9

Surgery Date:

BPONSOr;

Resides: Morazan, El Salvador



Hospatal: Hospatal Bloom

-
-

LA ZAVALE']

-
4

ABRIF

11

Household Income; § 22,00 per day

L]
)

ISIS €

Birth Date: February 17,

10 months

Age:

2011

Decembeer 1,

Surgery Date:

Number of family members: 4

SPOTSOr: Mot needed

Resides: Santa Ana, El Salvador

Heart Felt Thanks

This life-saving surgical mission would not have been possible without the kindness, generosity and
dedication of many individuals and organizations from El Salvador anmd the United States.

A special thank you to the Project Mend a Little Heart Team for providing training to the Salvadoran
team and for donating supplies and medications. We thank you for sharing your knowledge and for
helping to enhance the skills of the Salvadoran team. Heartfelt thanks to team leader and O.R, nurse,

Angela Hartley for all your effort in making this training mission a huge success,

We extend another big thank you to Gift of Life New lersey (GOL
Rotary District 7470) for sponsoring this training mission. We are
grateful for your partnership in saving children's Iives and in helping to
build this program into one that is sustainable. Your contribution is a
wonderful example of how the global network of Gift of Life and Rotary
work together to save children's lives and empower healthcare
professionals around the world to care for their own children. A special
thank you to Gift of Life International Director and member of the Gift
of Life New Jersey Board, Suzanne Freaney, for traveling to El Salvador
to witness the need and the progress first hand. Suzanne was extremely helpful in the Family Support
Seminars and also spent every free moment at the bedside of the children who were operated
comforting and consaling them.

UPS played a huge roll in saving the lives of the 10 children who were
cared for with their very generous donation of the majority of shipping
costs for all medical supplies and medicines. Thank you LRS!

A heartfelt thank-you goes to Gift of Life International Director, Fredlee
Kaplan for taking time away from her practice to travel to El Salvadeor to
continue her groundbreaking Family Support Program. The skills you are
teaching are invaluable and will benefit not only the medical professionals
but thie children and their families. Your efforts have already made a positive impact on the level of care
and compassion being provided. The time and energy you put into developing and implementing this
program are a true example of your commitment to this program and the children and families who
benefit from it.

GIFT OF LIFE INTERNATIONAL also contributed to the funding, logistics and organization of the mission.

Latidos de Esperanza’s Executive Director, Iwonne Lopez, coordinated all aspects of the mission with the
assistance of Elizabeth Ramos. LATIDOS DE ESPERANZA is based in El Salvador and is one of the 70

worldwide affiliates of Gift of Life International.

Heart felt thanks to Murse Educator, Lisa Beckman for the wealth of knowledge you
provided the Salvadoran nurses. Thank you for the time and effort you put forth in
delivering such excellent training and evaluations. Lisa is an essential part of the Nurse
Training Program that Gift of Life International has created.

A special thanks to Sandra Hidalgo and Rebeca Cruz, mothers of children who received
their gift of life in 2010, for being at Hospital Bloom each day of the mission and
providing support and prayers for the parents of the children who were cared for,




Fundamental Organizations

*  Gift of Life New Jersey

* Project Mend a Little Heart

* Benjamin Bloom National Hospital for Children
*  Minister of Health and Social Assistance

*  Minister of Foreign Affairs

* Gift of Life International

* latidos de Esperanza

* LIPS

The Participating Medical Teams

The Project Mend a Little Heart visiting team based in Los Angeles:
* Pediatric Cardiologist: Dr. Pierre Wong
* Pediatric Cardiothoracic Surgeon: Dr. Winfield Wells
* Intensivist: Dr. Rambod Amirnovin
* (O.R. Nurses: Angela Hartley, Jon McKinnon

* Nurse Practitioners: Kristen Ethridge - ‘-'~E'| "
= Perfusionist: Julie Juliani b E H
= |CU Murses: Lily Von Hartmann, Janice Migniuolo, Colsie Myrie, : - : "’__ :
Marlene Junaico, Margie Lutian, Kathleen Mcintyre __J: :E T;, ;E g e

+ Volunteers: Zach Levaton, Rachel Bushman, Molly Hartley :_j :E E -:; -
= L
The Salvadoran pediatric cardiac medical team from Hospital Bloom: ;: - _'f-:._,r &-; _5_"}
« Pediatric Cardiologists: Dr. Mauricio Velado, Dr. Alfonso Escobar, Dr. Patricio Rodriguez :f E "_: = "'I_
» Pediatric Cardiothoracic Surgeons: Dr. Francisco Gamero, Dr. Daniel Garcia, <L o § ::r_
Dr. Guillermo Rodriguez Funes, Dr. Guillermo Martinez E v £ E S
o < 0w

+ [ntensivists: Dr. Luis Guzman, Dr. Roxana Marenco
=« Anesthesiologists: Dr. Luis Martinez, Dr. Roberto Gamero
» Perfusionist: Dr. 5andra Pena
« Arsenal Technicians: Isabel Arias, Cecilia Amaya, Emerita Caceres,
Maria Adela Ramirez
= Anesthetic Technicians: Ana Mercedes Rodriguez, Sara Ventura,
Rosa Melida Ortiz, Carmen Maria de Rosa
« Social Worker: Concepcion de Garay
* Administrative Assistant: Reina de Galeano
= EKG Technician: Deysi Sandoval
Gift of Life International would like to give thanks to the entire nursing staff, residents, social
workers, technical staff and everyone at Hospital Bloom for their assistance in making this
mission a success.
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Thank-you
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Nurse Training Recognition
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Birth Date: Apr il B 2011
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Hesides: La Parz, El Salvador
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The Children

The screening of the patients was conducted in advance by the Salvadoran team with the final
selections made in a collaborative effort by the Salvadoran team and the visiting medical team.
The final selection of 10 children to operate was made on Sunday, prior to the first day of
surgery with necessary changes made during the course of the mission.

Patient Nams Diagnosis Date of
Surgery
1 Hugo Adiel Perez 1 year Complete A/V Canal 11-88-11
2 | Alisson Tatiana 7 months | Moderate Perimembranous 11-28-11
Jimenez Juarez V8D, Small PDA
& Luis Antonio 1 year Complete &Y Canal 11-26-11
Henriquez
4 | Bandra Hayde 11 years | Aortic Stenosis with 11-29-11
Agustin Pareg Subaortic Membrane
8 | Miguel Alejandro 1 year V8D 11-30-11
Valle Carbajal
6 | Jacinto Ramiro 8 years | Tetrology of Fallot 11-30-11
Zamayoa Castro
v Isis Gabriela 8 months | Complete A/V Canal 12-1-11
Zavaleta Salguero
8 Oscar Alexis 6 years Tetrology of Fallot 12-1-11
Ramirez Villatoro
2] Angeles Abigail T years Secundum Primum ASD’s 12-2-11
Flores
10 | Alba Yanira Castillo 10 Large V8D 12-2-11
Garcia months




