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Message from our CEO

OUR STORY IN EL SALVADOR IS ONE OF RELENTLESS COMMITMENT AND UNIQUE PARTNERSHIPS. BEGINNING IN 2010, 
we welcomed the hearts of all Gift of Life programs in the journey to develop a sustainable pediatric cardiac program at Hospital 
Benjamin Bloom in San Salvador, El Salvador.  Over a decade later, Salvadoran doctors and nurses are regularly and reliably 
caring for Salvadoran children with heart disease. In 2021, they operated on 151 children.

One of our great partners in this successful effort has been the team of healthcare professionals from the University of Michigan 
C. S. Mott Children’s Hospital. They have visited El Salvador for 9 training visits and are largely responsible for the empowerment 
of the Salvadoran pediatric cardiac team. During their most recent visit in May 2022, together with the Salvadoran team they 
provided care to 10 precious children.

This visit was funded through Rotary Global Grant 2016215 with the Host Rotary Club being the Santa Tecla Rotary Club and 
International Partner Club being the Rotary Club of Willingboro.  Donors to this grant were:  Gift of Life Inc., Gift of Life Long 
Island, Gift of Life RD 7490 Foundation, Gift of Life RD 7505 Foundation, Gift of Life New Jersey, Gift of Life Los Angeles and the 
Rotary Foundation. Additional funding and donations were generously provided by Printcraft, Medtronic, Terumo Cardiovascular, 
Club Rotario San Salvador Cuscatlan, Club Rotario San Salvador Noroeste, Club Rotario San Salvador, World Pediatric Project, 
Regalo de Vida El Salvador, Analiza Laboratories, Sheraton Presidente Hotel , Hospital Benjamin Bloom and our Salvadoran 
affiliate Latidos de Esperanza.

As is evident with the above support, our stakeholders in the Salvadoran program are vast, diverse and committed.  We are proud 
to present this report in honor of their advocacy for the children with heart disease in El Salvador.

Sincerely, 
Rob Raylman 
CEO – Gift of Life International
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10 Little Hearts Treated

Alexa

Age: 5 Years

Cesar

Age: 17 Years

Astrid

Age: 8 Years

Elisa

Age: 10 Years

Jimmy

Age: 5 Years

Fernanda

Age: 6 Months
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Angel

Age: 6 Years
In Loving Memory

Melany

Age: 10 Years

Leslie

Age: 16 Years

Valeria

Age: 14 Years

10 Little Hearts Treated
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LOCAL TEAM FROM HOSPITAL NACIONAL DE NINOS BENJAMIN BLOOM:

Dr. Daniel García – Cardiac Surgeon | Chief of 
Pediatric Cardiac Surgery

Dr. Guillermo Martínez – Cardiac Surgeon

Dr. Francisco Gamero – Cardiac Surgeon

Dr. Guillermo Rodríguez – Cardiac Surgeon

Dr. David Ortíz – Cardiac Surgeon

Dr. Hugo Argueta – Surgeon Fellow

Dr. Francisco Delgado – Cardiologist

Dr. Mauricio Velado – Cardiologist

Dr. Alfonso Escobar – Cardiologist

Dr. Patricio Rodríguez – Cardiologist

Dr. Luis Guzmán – Intensivist

Dra. Roxana Morenco – Intensivist

Dr. Melvin Moisa – Intensivist

Dr. Felix Rosales – Anesthesiologist

Dra. Sandra Peña – Perfusionist

Sara Méndez – Perfusionist Fellow

Rosa de Feliciano –Anesthetist

Carmen María de Rosa – Anesthetist

Mirna Martínez – OR Nurse

Yamilec Mejía – OR Nurse

Roxana de Salas – OR Nurse

Wendy Martínez – OR Nurse

Susana Lobo – ICU Nurse

Josefina Juarez – ICU Nurse

Isabel Guzman – ICU Nurse

Sandra Rojas – ICU Nurse

Mirna Vasquez – ICU Nurse

Adina Elías – ICU Nurse

Elba Baiza – ICU Nurse

Virna Cardoza – ICU Nurse

Mónica Hernández – ICU Nurse

Juana Trejo – ICU Nurse 

Mirna Carazo – ICU Nurse

Ruth Estupinián – ICU Nurse

Amanda Coreas – ICU Nurse

Morena Miranda – Administrative Assistant

Concepción de Garay – Social Worker

Daysi Sandoval – EKG Tech

VISITING HEALTHCARE TEAM:

Kevin Griffith – Perfusionist

Dr. Richard Ohye – Pediatric Cardiac Surgeon

Dr. Bridget Pearce – Anesthesiologist

Whitnie McNeil – ICU Nurse

Nicole Glynn – ICU Nurse

Jordan Krolewski – ICU Nurse

Dr. Mary Katherine Olive – Intensivist

Thank You to the Medical Teams
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Thank You to the Medical Teams
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Thank you to our Partners 
& Sponsors

This work we do takes a 
global network of donors, like-
minded partners, volunteers 
and healthcare professionals 
to develop sustainable 
pediatric cardiac programs.

Gift
of
Life

Gift
of
Life
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Gift of Life International is a Rotarian-based program that provides 

cardiac care to children throughout the world. Gift of Life International  

was started by the Rotary Club of Manhasset in Rotary District 

7255 USA and is currently sponsored by Rotary Clubs and Rotary 

Districts around the world. Gift of Life International is a non-profit 

organization which is tax exempt according to IRS Code 501c3.  

Tax ID#56-2322626

Whatever it takes to heal  

the heart of the next child 

since 1975 ... nearly 44,000 

hearts healed to date!
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