
PAOLA ALEJANDRA HERNANDEZ PEREIRA
Birth Date: October 7, 2005! ! ! Cath Mission: June 2011
Household Income: $ 20.00 per day! Hospital: Hospital Diagnostico
Number of  family members: 6! ! Diagnosis: Coarctation of  the Aorta
Age: 5 years! ! ! ! ! !

Four years ago, Paola underwent open-heart surgery during a visiting mission from Germany. Unfortunately, 
something went wrong during the surgery and she has been waiting ever since to have this  procedure done 
which will finally correct her heart completely. Her family is  very grateful that her heart is  finally healed and they 
have peace of mind that Paola will be okay. Paola lives  with her mother and brother in one room inside their 
grandparents’ home. Her mother is  studying to become a school teacher. Paola’s  grandmother sells  seafood 
in the market and her grandfather grows corn for their consumption and also to sell. Now that Paola’s  heart is 
healed, she will start Kindergarten. 



GUILLERMO ALEJANDRO MARTINEZ ROSALES
Birth Date: May 15, 2000!! ! ! Cath Mission: June 2011
Household Income: $ 32.00 per day! Hospital: Hospital Diagnostico
Number of  family members: 5! ! Diagnosis: ASD Closure!
Age: 11 years! ! ! ! ! !

Guillermo is in fifth grade at school and likes  to play basketball. Despite his  heart condition, he did not have a 
lot of symptoms  except when he got sick. His recovery from illnesses  was  very difficult and took longer than 
most kids  his  own age. Guillermo’s  mother sells  roasted chickens  at a town hall event twice each month. His 
father is an engineer and repairs computers  and equipment but his  job is  not steady. Guillermo’s older brother 
recently secured a job at a call center and is  now helping to support the family. Now that Guillermo’s heart is 
healed, he is sure to be a basketball star. 



CELINA ABIGAIL DIAZ MENDEZ
Birth Date: August 14, 2006! ! ! Cath Mission: June 2011
Household Income: $ 17.00 per day! Hospital: Hospital Diagnostico
Number of  family members: 5! ! Diagnosis: ASD Closure!
Age: 5 years! ! ! ! ! !

Celina was diagnosed with a hole in her heart at just 4 months of age. She has been ill for much of her 
childhood and has not had much of an appetite due to her heart condition. Celina’s family of five lives  in a one 
room house that they rent in a very dangerous area where there are a lot of gangs. Celina’s 20 year old 
brother has become the major support of the family since her father left. He works far from where they live so 
he only comes  home once a week to bring his  earnings for the family to live off. Celina’s  mother works  in a 
factory. Her father does not live with them but he does send money to help support the family each month. 



CLAUDIA STEPHANY MENDOZA
Birth Date: July 21, 2004!! ! ! Cath Mission: June 2011
Household Income: $ 10.00 per day! Hospital: Hospital Diagnostico
Number of  family members: 4! ! Diagnosis: ASD Closure!& 
Age: 7 years! ! ! ! ! ! ! !    PDA Closure

Claudia is  in first grade at school and loves to dance and draw. She was diagnosed with a heart condition at 
8  months  of age. When Claudia exercises, she gets very cold and her lips  turn purple. She does not have 
much of an appetite so she eats very little. Now that Claudia’s  heart is  fixed, she will be healthy, have lots of 
energy and a much better appetite. Claudia’s mother was  also born with a hole in her heart and had 
corrective surgery when she was 30 years old. Claudia’s family lives  in a home that is borrowed from a 
relative. Her father works as a bricklayer to support the family. 



JOSE JAVIER HERNANDEZ AYALA
Birth Date: October 10, 1994! ! ! Cath Mission: June 2011
Household Income: $ 6.00 per day!! Hospital: Hospital Diagnostico
Number of  family members: 8! ! Diagnosis: ASD Closure!
Age: 16 years! ! ! ! ! !

Jose lives with his  mother and father and five siblings  in a one room house. Jose is  in ninth grade at school 

but after school he helps his father to grow rice, corn and maizilla. Most of what they grow is for their own 

food consumption. If they have extra they sell it to earn money to support the family. Jose’s  older brother takes 

care of livestock for someone in the area where they live to help earn money for the family. Jose was 

diagnosed with a hole in his heart at just 6  months of age. He has been suffering from this condition for 16 

years. Both Jose and his family are very happy that he was given this second chance at life. 



MAYRA AZUCENA HERNANDEZ DIAZ
Birth Date: December 10, 2003! ! Cath Mission: June 2011
Household Income: $ 10.00 per day! Hospital: Hospital Diagnostico
Number of  family members: 5! ! Diagnosis: ASD Closure!
Age: 7 years!

Mayra lives  with her parents  and two siblings  in a one room adobe house with dirt floors. They cook over an 
open fire and borrow electricity from a neighbour. Mayra’s  grandmother takes care of her and her siblings 
while her parents  sell clothes and books to support the family. Mayra was  diagnosed with a congenital heart 
defect at one year of age when she became very ill with bronchitis. She gets  sick often because of her heart 
condition. Mayra and her family are very grateful for her second chance at life. They look forward to seeing 
Mayra healthy and happy for the first time in her life. 



YANI NOEMY VILLALTA
Birth Date: August 6, 1983! ! ! Cath Mission: June 2011
Household Income: $ 23.00 per day! Hospital: Hospital Diagnostico
Number of  family members: 5! ! Diagnosis: ASD Closure!& 
Age: 27 years! ! ! ! ! ! Pulmonary Valvuloplasty
Although Yani was born with a heart defect, she did not recognize the symptoms of her condition until five 
years  ago when she began to feel dizzy, nauseous and even lost her vision at times. When she was finally 
diagnosed with a congenital heart defect, her family approached many non-profit organizations for help to pay 
for the surgery. Each one turned her down because she was no longer a minor. Yani and her family are 
extremely grateful to everyone involved in this mission for giving her a second chance at life before it was too 
late. Yani has  just begun to study to become a nurse. She is  in her first semester of a three year course. Her 
sister is also in the medical field and works as a psychologist. 



JOSELINE GABRIELA RIVAS AYALA
Birth Date: March 28, 2004! ! ! Cath Mission: June 2011
Household Income: $ 16.00 per day! Hospital: Hospital Diagnostico
Number of  family members: 4! ! Diagnosis: ASD Closure!
Age: 7 years! ! ! ! ! !

Joseline was  diagnosed with a hole in her heart at one month of age. She has been waiting 7 years to receive 
a second chance at life. Joseline will now have more energy to play and go to school which she was  able to 
do the next day following her life-saving non-invasive heart procedure. Joseline lives in a house made of metal 
sheets with her mother and father. The land where they built their home is owned by Joseline’s grandfather. 
Joseline’s  mother earns money selling food from their home and her father is  a guard in a market. Joseline 
attends school and is in first grade.  



MERCEDES JASMIN MENDEZ RODRIGUEZ
Birth Date: March 6, 2009! ! ! Cath Mission: June 2011
Household Income: $ 5.00 per day!! Hospital: Hospital Diagnostico
Number of  family members: 7! ! Diagnosis: PDA Closure!
Age: 2 years! ! ! ! ! !

Mercedes lives with her mother, father and four siblings  in a very remote area of El Salvador. The closest town 
is  17KM from their home and there are no buses that travel the roads  between their home and the town 
because the roads  are too bad. If they need to go anywhere, they need to pay a special transport truck $1.00 
per ride. This  family does  not have access  to clean water so they collect rainwater in plastic bottles. Another 
local NGO recently installed solar panels  on their home to give them electricity for the first time. Mercedes’ 
father is a veteran so the government donated a small piece of land to him where he grows corn and beans. 
The majority of what he grows is for their own consumption. If there is extra, he will sell it to earn some money.



CHRISTOPHER ALBERTO LUNA
Birth Date: October 8, 2005! ! ! Cath Mission: June 2011
Household Income: $ 20.00 per day! Hospital: Hospital Diagnostico
Number of  family members: 6! ! Diagnosis: PDA Closure
Age: 5 years! ! ! ! ! !

Christopher is a very happy and rambunctious  boy. His parents  were devasted when they discovered one 
year ago that he had a heart defect. They have been worried about Christopher everyday wondering if he 
would be okay and if they would find help for him. Christopher’s mother works everyday at a food distribution 
company and his father is  a driver for the same company. Christopher’s grandmother takes care of him and 
his brother while his  parents are at work. Christopher is in kindergarten and enjoys  school. This family is very 
grateful for this wonderful gift of life. 



LUIS OMAR ELIAS EMESTICA
Birth Date: April 2, 2005!! ! ! Cath Mission: June 2011
Household Income: $ 24.00 per day! Hospital: Hospital Diagnostico
Number of  family members: 4! ! Diagnosis: PDA Closure
Age: 6 years! ! ! ! ! !

Luis’ mother says  that he is a miracle child. His  birth was very difficult and he was not breathing when he was 

born. The doctors  told Luis’ parents that he would have brain damage and severe developmental delays but 

miraculously Luis  grew up to be healthy. About a year ago, Luis had an allergic reaction and his faced swelled 

so his  parents took him to the doctor. It was during this examination that his heart defect was  discovered. 

Luis’ father is  a police officer and his  mother sells  crafts  from their home to earn extra money to support the 

family. Luis and his parents  are very relieved that he is happy and healthy and wish to extend their deepest 

gratitude to all who made this possible. 










