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Message from our CEO

THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC HAS ALWAYS HELD A SPECIAL PLACE IN OUR HEARTS.

For over two decades, we have worked to provide hope and care to Dominican children with heart
disease. Thanks in large part to the leadership of Rotarians Jordi Gasso and Lynda Hammond,
our work has sustained over the years. Sadly, we lost Lynda last year but her spirit and advocacy
for the children of The Dominican Republic remains with us.

This past March we conducted our 8th training visit to Cedimat Hospital in Santo Domingo since
October 2020. We were able to provide care to 24 precious children. Our team was led by Dr.
Rodrigo Soto, Gift of Life International Clinical Consultant and pediatric cardiac surgeon and
interventional cardiologist Dr. John Breinholt.

The Rotary Global Grant #2125774 funded this visit with supplemental support from Chain of
Hope UK. The host and international Rotary clubs for this grant were Santo Domingo and Orange,
respectively. Donors to the grant included: The Rotary Foundation, Rotary Districts 6960, 7980,
4060, 7255, Gift of Life 7505 Foundation, the Rotary Clubs of Orange, Bridgeport and Devon. We
send a special thank you to our local partner Latiendo Por Ti whose dedication and support for the
Dominican children is most admirable.

We are pleased to present this report in Memory of Lynda Hammond and in Honor of the
precious children we served.

Rob Raylman
CEO, Gift of Life International




25 Little Hearts Treated | Surgery

Thanks to the amazing teamwork between our training team and the local pediatric cardiac team at Cedimat, we were able to
deliver care to 25 children in need.
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hank You to the Medical Teams

We are proud of our partnership with Cedimat leadership and healthcare professionals. Our training teams

work side-by-side with the Dominican team to deliver the best possible care to children.

LOCAL TEAM FROM CEDIMAT:

Dr. Cesar Herrara — Cardiology Medical Director Dra. Adabeyda Baez — Pediatric Cardiology Dr. Ariel Noesi — Pediatric ICU (R2) and Outpatients Clinic)
Dr. Juan Ledn — Pediatric Cardiac Surgery Dra. Cynthia Rosario — Pediatric Cardiology Dra. Yodeiny Reyes — Pediatric ICU (R1) Lic. Altagracia Mora — RN and Auxiliary Staff
Dr. Liefer Sanchez — Anesthesiology Dra. Angela Vasquez — Pediatric Cardiology Dra. Adabeyda Baez — Cath Lab Team (PICU)

Dra. Vicky Adames — Anesthesiology Dra. Sahony Ciriaco — Pediatric Cardiology (R1) Dr. Victor Rodriguez — Cath Lab Team (Cardiology Cruz Maria Abad — RN and Auxiliary Staff

Dr. Hamlet Herrera — Anesthesiology Dra. Laura Santana — Pediatric Cardiology (R1) Resident) Lorenza Mieses — RN and Auxiliary Staff

Dr. Fradwilkings Vargas — Perfusionist Dra. Carisa Nieves — Pediatric ICU (Director) Dra. Tatiana Alburquerque — Cath Lab Team Alexis Rodriguez — RN and Auxiliary Staff

Cardiology Resident . -
Yahaira Ramirez — Perfusionist Dra. Francia Lapaix — Pediatric ICU (Cardiology Resident) Leonel Ramirez — RN and Auxiliary Staff

Dra. Yadermis Trinidad — Cath Lab Team Jael Perez — RN and Auxiliary Staff

Brigida Aguerrevere — Perfusionist Dra. Ana Leticia Lopez — Pediatric ICU P ot
Cardiology Resident . -
Crusita Fernandez — OR Nurse Dra. Adriana Martinez — Pediatric ICU Barny Valerio — RN and Auxiliary Staff
Brito Guevara — Cath Lab Team e
Romulo Parra — Respiratory Therapist Dra. Cely Mary Valois Mézquita — Pediatric ICU Samuel Lora — RN and Auxiliary Staff
Lic. Gloria Peia — RN and Auxiliary Staff (Recovery) . . . -
Dra. Rebeca Pérez — Pediatric Cardiology (Director)  Dr. Juan Orozco — Pediatric ICU (R2) Greisy Hiciano — RN and Auxiliary Staff

Lic. Andrea Mendez — RN and Auxiliary Staff (Ward
1C rea Mendez and Auxiliary Staff (War Kamieng Chan — RN and Auxiliary Staff

VISITING HEALTHCARE TEAM:

Dr. Rodrigo Soto — Surgeon Dr. Karen Lidsky — Intensivist Mary Ann Lo — PICU Nurse Heather Slusser — Researcher/Pediatric Critical Care
Arlene LeMin — OR Nurse Dr. Rita Alvarez — Intensivist Zalak Amin — PICU Nurse Fellow (from Duke, covering own expenses)

Dr. John Breinholt — Interventionalist Gisela Ponce — PICU Nurse Lindsay Bailer — Respiratory Therapist
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Thank you to our Partners
& Sponsors

This work we do takes a
global network of donors, like-
minded partners, volunteers
and healthcare professionals
to develop sustainable
pediatric cardiac programs.
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Rotary International, Rotary Clubs and
Districts, Gift of Life affiliates, Cedimat
Hospital, Chain of Hope UK, Fundacion
“Latiendo por ti”
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Whatever it takes to heal
the heart of the next child
since 1975 ... nearly 44,000

hearts healed to date!

Gift of Life International is a Rotarian-based program that provides
cardiac care to children throughout the world. Gift of Life International
was started by the Rotary Club of Manhasset in Rotary District
7255 USA and is currently sponsored by Rotary Clubs and Rotary
Districts around the world. Gift of Life International is a non-profit
organization which is tax exempt according to IRS Code 501c3.

Tax ID#56-2322626




